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BY VICTORIA MERLINO
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY EDITOR
Brooklyn’s Barclays Center was fi lled to capacity on Friday, May 27, as 
5,873 students graduated from Baruch College. 
Th e 2016 Commencement exercises saw 441 bachelor’s and master’s 
degree recipients from the School of Public Aff airs, 1,255 bachelor’s and 
master’s degree recipients from the Weissman School of Arts and Scienc-
es and 4,177 bachelor’s and master’s degree recipients from the Zicklin 
School of Business. Th ere were also 15 doctoral degree recipients this year, 
with their degrees awarded one week prior to the May 27 commencement 
at a separate ceremony in Lincoln Center’s David Geff en Hall.
Vilna Treitler, Ph.D., chair of the department of Black and Latino Stud-
ies, served as chief marshal of the commencement proceedings. 
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
@baruchticker
BaruchTicker
theticker.org
VOLUME 109 • SUMMER ISSUE JUNE 13, 2016BARUCH COLLEGE’S INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWSPAPER
Human Inter-
est: Portraits 
from the Whit-
ney’s Collection 
ventures off  
the path for 
more creative 
pursuits, as 
artists attempt 
to capture the 
essence of an individual through 
objects that capture the person 
specifi cally.
ARTS & STYLE 8
The Whitney focuses on art-
ist interpretation (p. 9)
For the fi rst 
time ever, sci-
entists have 
developed a 
method that 
allows them to 
research hu-
man embryos 
outside of the 
womb almost two weeks into 
embryonic development. Th is 
breakthrough could aid in per-
fecting fertility treatments. 
SCIENCE & TECH 11
New method for embryo 
development found (p. 11)
Stephen 
Curry and Klay 
Th ompson 
took a back 
seat in the fi rst 
two games of 
the 2016 NBA 
Finals as Shaun 
Livingston and 
the bench erupted in convincing 
performances against the Cava-
liers. Game 2 was especially sur-
prising, as the Warriors fi nished 
atop by 33 points.
SPORTS 14
Warriors take early lead 
thanks to bench play (p. 14) 
Next Gen Sum-
mit kicked off  
the summer 
with a series of 
entrepreneurial 
panels in New 
York City’s Ho-
tel Pennsylva-
nia. Th e three-
day conference, 
founded by and designed for 
entrepreneurs, featured speakers 
from a variety of sectors.
BUSINESS 7
Next Gen provides leader-
ship to entrepreneurs (p. 7)
Baruch Commencement hosts 3,000 graduates
An all-white 
jury concluded 
that Timothy 
Foster should 
be sentenced to 
death after the 
murder of an 
elderly woman. 
His prosecutor, 
however, chose jurors based on 
race, separating potential black 
jurors from the white ones. Fos-
ter, as a result, will get a retrial. 
OPINIONS 4
Timothy Foster deserves a 
retrial (p. 4)
HAI YU | SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
BY BIANCA MONTEIRO
STAFF WRITER
Exaggerated myths and fear mongering have long made sharks unnecessary victims. Th e commonly-cited 
misconception that sharks have a heightened sense of smell and that they can smell small amounts of blood 
from miles away have made many weary of the sea and fearful of these aquatic beasts. Th ese poorly informed 
myths, however, say little about factual shark research.
Sharks have a complex olfactory system that surpasses that of many other animals, adding to its predatory 
edge. Th eir nares, or nostrils, are located on either side of their snout and are so sensitive that they can detect 
minute smells from up to one part per 25 million. Th is, however, translates only to roughly a third of a mile when 
in the ocean.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
Muhammad Ali 
dies at age of 74
TEAM Baruch welcomes prospective students
BRANDON PAILLERE | SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
Students are able to interact with their peers and get to know campus structure.
BY YELENA DZHANOVA
OPINIONS EDITOR
An average summer day at Ba-
ruch College consists of empty 
hallways and a closed cafeteria, 
sights that are unusual for any 
student to witness. Th e elevators, 
ordinarily full of students rushing 
to and from class or events, are 
vacant, except for the occasional 
student or two attending a sum-
mer class. On some days of the 
Summer session, however, the 
elevators miraculously become 
packed and congested but not due 
to spurs of Baruch students. Th e 
people who crowd these elevators 
are prospective students.
STORY CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
BY BRIANA ALFORD
STAFF WRITER
Th e recent death of Muham-
mad Ali shocked the world. Th e 
three-time boxing heavyweight 
champion died on Saturday, June 
3, at the age of 74 in Phoenix, 
Arizona from septic shock due to 
unclear natural causes. In his fi -
nal hours, Ali was surrounded by 
close family members, including 
his daughter Laila, who expressed 
sadness in the wake of her father’s 
passing, but relief knowing that 
her father was no longer suff ering 
from his medical ailments. 
Th ere was a private funeral 
held in Louisville on Th ursday, 
June 9, followed by a public me-
morial in Louisville’s YUM! Cen-
ter the next day. Nearly 15,000 
free tickets were claimed in less 
than an hour by those eager to 
see Ali for one last time. Speak-
ers included many of Ali’s closest 
friends, including eulogies by Bill 
Clinton and comedian Billy Crys-
tal. All of the memorial services 
planned were the direct wishes of 
Ali himself, who dictated earlier 
to his family how he would like 
to go. He emphasized that, being 
the “Th e People’s Champ,” people 
deserved to see him one last time.
CONTINUED ON PAGE14
Fact Finders: Common fallacies portray sharks as the enemy
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Schumer surprises graduates with guest speech
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 
Addressing the gathered friends 
and family of the Class of 2016, she 
began by welcoming the crowd. 
Treitler explained the history and 
symbolism of commencement 
ceremonies, detailing the aspects 
drawn from the fi rst commence-
ment ceremonies practiced in 
the 13th century. Treitler also ex-
pounded upon the type of the com-
mencement robe, the length of the 
hood on the robe, the color of the 
robe and the placement of the tas-
sel on the mortarboard cap, which 
all serve as distinguishing features 
marking the wearer’s academic 
status and their fi eld of study.
After Treitler’s remarks, pre-
selected students marched into the 
hall displaying the banners of the 
three schools within Baruch, fol-
lowed by the Baruch faculty.
David Christy, provost and se-
nior vice president for academic 
aff airs, acted as the master of cer-
emonies throughout the remain-
der of the proceedings. Christy in-
troduced the many distinguished 
speakers that dotted the program, 
including Terrence F. Martell, 
Ph.D., a member of the CUNY 
Board of Trustees, and Mitchel 
B. Wallerstein, Baruch College’s 
president. 
Wallerstein started off  by con-
gratulating the graduating class 
on their accomplishments and 
continued by addressing how he 
believed the outgoing Class of 2016 
would work to “overcome” the 
United States’ current “climate of 
intolerance and fear.”
“[A]ll of you [graduates], and 
your generation, have the tools and 
the can-do spirit to address these 
problems. You are not burdened 
by the old biases and limitations 
of the past. You can carry the best 
parts of Baruch’s inclusive culture 
with you into the world and can 
help create change by being active 
and informed citizens,” Wallerstein 
said in his speech. 
Wallerstein ended his remarks 
by celebrating Baruch’s diversity 
and entreating the graduates to 
do the same in their journeys be-
yond Baruch.
“Whatever career path you ul-
timately choose, I hope that you 
will constantly strive in both your 
personal and professional lives 
for greater inclusion, tolerance 
and respect,” Wallerstein added. 
“Wherever your path takes you in 
the world, I hope you take a bit of 
Baruch with you, and remain con-
nected to your alma mater.”
Salutatorian Larab “Maham” 
Kahn, graduating with a BBA in 
economics, and Valedictorian Na-
tan Wise, graduating with a BBA in 
fi nance, were also recognized by 
Christy. Wise also congratulated 
the Class of 2016 in his speech, not-
ing how for many students, gradu-
ation can be a diffi  cult milestone 
to reach. 
“Our school is such an inspiring 
place. With so many of you work-
ing full time supporting yourselves 
and countless others while trying 
to get this degree, it really never 
was a given that you would be sit-
ting here [at Commencement].” 
Wise said. “Th is is a massive ac-
complishment.” 
One of the biggest surprises of 
the ceremony was the unexpected 
appearance of Chuck Schumer, 
senior senator of New York. Ad-
dressing the crowd from the stage’s 
podium, Schumer gave a short, un-
orthodox speech. 
“I have a nice speech here, but 
there are probably three reasons 
I shouldn’t give it,” said Schumer, 
holding up three fi ngers. “One, 
there are some Sabbath observers 
in the class who have to get home. 
Two, it’s Memorial Day weekend 
and you want to get out and cel-
ebrate. And three, you want to get 
your diplomas, not hear me speak.”
Announcing it as his “gift to the 
class,” Schumer proceeded to rip 
his typed speech into pieces. Th is 
action was met with cheers and ap-
plause from the crowd. 
Although surprising to the grad-
uates and their assembled families, 
Schumer’s appearance was neither 
inexplicable nor unprecedented. 
“Senator Schumer has an open 
invitation to most New York gradu-
ations because he is a state sena-
tor,” Damali Smith, the acting di-
rector of Student Life, explained in 
an interview. 
She also clarifi ed that Schumer 
was not the offi  cial guest speaker 
for the event, saying that “he was 
just part of the ceremony.” While 
there had been an offi  cial guest 
commencement speaker earlier in 
the planning process, the speaker 
had to later rescind his or her of-
fer to speak due to a scheduling 
confl ict, Smith confi rmed. Th e tim-
ing of the chosen guest speaker’s 
departure, along with the time 
constraints presented by having 
the ceremony take place on the 
same day as the Sabbath, made the 
search for another guest speaker 
for the ceremony unfruitful.
Also notable about the cer-
emony was the number of gradu-
ates who attended. With over 3,000 
students present, the Class of 2016 
Commencement marks the most 
graduates attending commence-
ment in Baruch history, surpassing 
the usual 2,500 to 2,800 students 
present at graduation. As a result, 
Barclays Center was fi lled with 
almost 20,000 people as parents, 
friends and family gathered to sup-
port their graduates.
“Barclays is probably one of 
the only venues we can use if we 
want to have one ceremony,” Smith 
explained.
In this case, comfort proved to 
be an important factor as thou-
sands of family members were 
able to attend graduation because 
of a three-day memorial weekend. 
Smith stressed the importance of 
commencement not just for the 
graduates, but for the families that 
supported them up to that mo-
ment, stating, “Graduation is for 
you to celebrate your accomplish-
ments; graduation is for your fam-
ily to celebrate.” 
As the new graduates move 
forward in their lives, their com-
mencement will likely stand as an 
event to remember.
TEAM Baruch guides students through campus life
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 
As per tradition, TEAM Baruch 
students have been orchestrating 
tours for prospective and incoming 
students. Th ese students, despite 
resembling the Baruch undergrad-
uates who usually crowd into the 
elevators during more popular aca-
demic semesters, are not offi  cially 
enrolled in the college yet. 
TEAM Baruch is a leadership-
based organization that aims to 
foster meaningful relationships 
between students and to enhance 
student life at Baruch. 
Th e organization’s acronym 
stands for the credo, “together ev-
eryone achieves more,” emphasiz-
ing teamwork and communication. 
Orientation leaders act as 
guides who present Baruch to stu-
dents in its best light. Th e tours are 
meant to excite prospective stu-
dents, answer questions or clarify 
any lingering concerns. 
Orientation leaders, along with 
other TEAM Baruch members, also 
work as peer mentors. Th e program 
values camaraderie between stu-
dents and fosters a sense of leader-
ship in the selected students. 
As mentors, students act pur-
posefully rather than authoritative-
ly. Th e program clearly outlines the 
distinction between mentors and 
fi gures of authority—a mentor is 
someone who is more experienced 
but intends to pass on the knowl-
edge that he has to other people 
instead of just teaching. 
Generally, orientations hap-
pen during Summer and Winter 
sessions. 
Students who stroll the halls in 
groups of about 30 are accompa-
nied by orientation leaders, who 
show them classes in both build-
ings, the bookstore, the dining 
area, gym facilities, the Mason Hall 
and the Newman Library, among 
other sights. 
Orientations also include an of-
fi cial advisement meeting with an 
academic advisor who can help 
break down Baruch’s curriculum.
Th rough these orientations, 
prospective students are able to 
tour Baruch before committing 
and paying the deposit. Addition-
ally, students are also able to in-
teract with their peers, meet some 
professors and get to know the 
structure of the campus. 
Students are also highly en-
couraged to ask their peer mentors 
questions. Baruch’s academic cur-
riculum, having raised the most 
concerns, seems to be one of many 
student concerns. 
Khin San, a sophomore who 
doubles as an orientation leader, 
voiced another matter that stu-
dents may have. 
He stated that “a common 
misconception is that Baruch stu-
dents are not actively involved in 
school since it is known as a com-
muter school. 
However, later they do realize 
that many Bearcats are active in 
either student life, sports, theater 
productions and so much more.”
San detailed that orientation 
leaders fulfi ll their roles in order 
to help students adjust to Baruch 
life and “show the diverse commu-
nity that Baruch off ers each orien-
tation day.”
Orientation day is also the day 
that students are grouped into 
their mandatory freshman semi-
nar classes based primarily on the 
results of their CUNY Assessment 
Test in math. 
Although the seminars tend to 
be quiet early in the day, orienta-
tion leaders turn them into bus-
tling environments by leading the 
students in several icebreakers 
and games. 
Th is allows them to get to know 
one another before the offi  cial start 
of their academic semester.
TEAM Baruch also off ers posi-
tions to students as peer mentors in 
other departments and programs, 
such as the freshman seminar, 
Peers Advocating Wellness Servic-
es, the residence hall and Student 
Academic Consulting Center. 
Students who are active within 
the Baruch community lead these 
programs and stay determined to 
make Baruch a positive experience 
for all. 
Mentors who work at SACC help 
students out with resumes and in-
ternship searches while mentors in 
the residence hall make sure that 
the environment in the building is 
amiable and suits every resident.
Orientations and tours happen 
almost every day during the Sum-
mer and Winter sessions. 
Students who wish to join 
TEAM Baruch and become a peer 
mentor may check in with Student 
Life at the end of September or 
the beginning of October to begin 
the application process and learn 
more about the program.
BRANDON PAILLERE | SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
Students attend tours guided by TEAM Baruch members, including Armoogan (above).
 
Th e SEEK program celebrat-
ed its 50th year as a pioneering 
pathway to success for under-
privileged CUNY students. Th e 
program, whose acronym stands 
for “Search for Education, Eleva-
tion and Knowledge,” began as a 
pre-baccalaureate program at 
City College in 1965. In the fol-
lowing year, the New York State 
Assembly passed legislation cre-
ating SEEK and the program was 
expanded to be implemented 
at other CUNY senior colleges. 
SEEK serves to provide counsel-
ing, academic support and fi -
nancial support to students who 
qualify based on income and 
academic criteria.
_______________________ 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo recently 
announced two nominations 
for spots on the CUNY Board of 
Trustees. Robert Mujica, who 
currently serves as Cuomo’s 
budget director, and Ken Sun-
shine, who is a longtime fam-
ily friend of Cuomo, had their 
names sent up to the Senate last 
week for confi rmation. Mujica, 
who is a CUNY graduate, was a 
longtime top aide for the Sen-
ate Republican majority prior to 
joining the Cuomo administra-
tion earlier this year.
________________________
Th e CUNY Board of Trust-
ees appointed Jose L. Cruz, 
Ph.D. as the third president of 
Lehman College. CUNY Chan-
cellor James B. Milliken recom-
mended that Cruz be appointed 
based on his prior administra-
tive and leadership roles. Cruz 
became California State Uni-
versity, Fullerton’s provost and 
vice president for Academic 
Aff airs in 2012. During his ten-
ure, he was responsible for the 
operational initiatives of eight 
colleges while managing an an-
nual budget of approximately 
$260 million. Th e selection was 
approved unanimously and will 
become eff ective on August 15. 
Cruz will replace current Presi-
dent Ricardo R. Fernandez who, 
having served for 26 years, is 
the longest-serving president 
among the current presidents 
in CUNY.
________________________
Th e Zicklin Center for Corpo-
rate Integrity at Baruch hosted a 
private town hall meeting with 
the Financial Accounting Stan-
dards Board and the Private 
Company Council on Monday, 
June 13. Among the topics dis-
cussed at the meeting, which 
was free and open to the public 
via RSVP, was private company 
accounting issues as well as the 
current and future agenda top-
ics of both the FASB and PCC. 
Chair of the PCC Candace E. 
Wright,led the discussion. 
________________________
Eight CUNY graduates were 
recipients of the prestigious Jo-
nas E. Salk Scholarship in 2016, 
including two from Queens Col-
lege. Th e Salk Scholarships are 
awarded annually in recognition 
of students who display a high 
likelihood of making signifi cant 
contributions to the medical 
fi eld in their future careers. Th e 
scholarship is named in honor 
of Jonas Salk, a 1934 City Col-
lege graduate who developed 
the polio vaccine in 1955. Each 
scholarship recipient, who is se-
lected on the basis of original re-
search papers undertaken with 
a scientist-mentor, will receive 
a stipend of $8,000 to be used 
toward paying medical school 
expenses.
COMPILED BY 
JONATHAN SPERLING
N e w s  B r i e f s
HAI YU | SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
Nearly 20,000 people were present at the Class of 2016 Commencement.
Prospective and incoming undergraduate students see the best of what the college has to off er, courtesy of orientation leaders and mentors
BY JONATHAN SPERLING
NEWS EDITOR
In the face of a funding cri-
sis that has plagued CUNY staff , 
faculty and students for several 
years, Professional Staff  Congress, 
along with other unions and or-
ganizations, held several events 
dedicated to bringing awareness 
to the systematic underfunding of 
New York City’s public university 
system.
Prior to fi rst lady Michelle 
Obama’s commencement speech 
at City College’s graduation cere-
mony on June 3, CUNY faculty and 
staff , student activists and student 
government leaders joined forces 
with members of PSC and CUNY 
Rising Alliance in order to discuss 
CUNY’s funding crisis. Th e event 
was held across the street from the 
entrance to City College’s campus, 
at the corner of Convent Avenue 
and 135th Street.
“Th e quality of education at 
City College is phenomenal, de-
spite years of disinvestment. My 
professors go above and beyond. 
But with crumbling infrastruc-
ture, professors without contracts, 
and ‘excellence fees’ looming on 
the horizon, CUNY is in danger,” 
Alyssa Osorio, a member of City 
College’s Class of 2016, said in a 
media advisory released by PSC. 
“We need increased public invest-
ment to redeem this institution, to 
keep it a vehicle of economic sta-
bility for the working class of New 
York City.”
Th e excellence fees that Osorio 
is referring to are non-refundable 
fees that are needed to bring ad-
ditional resources to graduate stu-
dent programs.
In the week following that 
event, on June 8, LaGuardia Com-
munity College faculty, staff  and 
students rallied at the college to re-
peat their demand for a new con-
tract for CUNY faculty and staff , as 
well as to bring further awareness 
to CUNY being chronically under-
funded. Th e LaGuardia chapter of 
PSC, along with Local 384 of Dis-
trict Council 37, New York City’s 
largest public employee union, or-
ganized that demonstration.
Last month, 92 percent of eli-
gible PSC voters voted “yes” to au-
thorize a strike over a lack of con-
tract funding. CUNY faculty and 
staff  have been working without a 
contract for six years now. Mean-
while, CUNY tuition has increased 
by $1,500 throughout the last 
fi ve years.
Also included among approxi-
mately 70 participants in the rally 
were members of LaGuardia’s 
French Club and Japan Club, as 
well as speakers from Local 384 
and PSC leadership. 
Although the demonstration 
was forced to remain indoors due 
to unfavorable weather conditions, 
participants specifi cally called for 
a commitment to freezing tuition 
until 2020, paid offi  ce hours for 
every course taught by adjunct 
faculty members and a review of 
campus facilities in the interest of 
health and safety.
Despite the concern with dis-
investment in CUNY, some stu-
dents have nothing but praise for 
the institution, citing its balance 
between aff ordability and educa-
tion quality.
“CUNY gave me aff ordable and 
excellent quality education. Some 
of my dreams have come true and 
CUNY opened the doors for the 
ones still on process,” said Jolisel 
Vargas, a Hostos Community Col-
lege graduate who is now a stu-
dent at Baruch, in a statement to 
the University Student Senate. “If I 
could come back on time, again I 
would choose CUNY.” 
Funding for a new contract, 
as well as any other funding for 
CUNY, must be worked out by 
June 16, which is the fi nal day 
of the New York State Legislature’s 
session.
CUNY funding crisis prompts rallies
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Issues such as a lack of contract funding for CUNY staﬀ  and faculty were brought up.
Opinions
Graduating college is a milestone that celebrates one’s personal 
and educational achievements, which is why colleges and universities 
strive to make the event as memorable as possible. 
Th e sitting areas at the graduation ceremony rapidly fi ll up with 
family members and signifi cant others who gather to listen to count-
less speeches that many of us cannot recall a few hours after the event 
is over. 
Aside from the ceremonial granting of degrees, many could agree 
that one of the most important elements of the event is the commence-
ment speech.
Th is year, some of the most notable graduation speeches were deliv-
ered by President Barack Obama at Rutgers University and by Facebook 
COO Sheryl Sandberg at University of California-Berkeley. Baruch 
was set to get its own president to deliver a speech at the event—Mitch-
el Wallerstein.
Th e story of how Wallerstein was chosen to deliver the main speech 
is somewhat confusing, especially if one considers that the college’s 
president is expected to deliver a speech to the graduates, even if the 
college hires another speaker.
Th e fact that the college’s president would be delivering the gradu-
ation speech seemed underwhelming in comparison to speakers in 
other CUNY schools, including City College of New York’s Michelle 
Obama.
During the graduation, however, Wallerstein announced the college 
found a surprise speaker—Gov. Chuck Schumer of New York. Members 
of the audience and graduates clapped eagerly and excited murmurs 
quickly fi lled Barclays Center. While his audience was excited to hear 
him talk, Schumer failed to deliver. His speech consisted of a generic 
praise of the graduating class and an alleged gift to the graduates in 
the form of a torn-up speech that spare the students from having to sit 
through said speech.
All of this gives the graduates a good reason to feel cheated from 
their special day, with the ceremony itself lasting a little over an hour.
Schumer’s act left graduating seniors deprived from the quintessential 
graduation experience. Graduating from college is a memorable mo-
ment. 
Unprepared speakers and speeches that fail to motivate are the last 
thing to be expected from a college that fl aunts its presence on lists of 
top business schools. Students deserve more from a college to which 
they have dedicated endless hours of studying and service. 
FROM THE EDITORIAL BOARD
Graduating seniors deserve a 
real graduation speech
BIANCA MONTEIRO | THE TICKER
The Supreme Court recently overturned the death sen-tence of Timothy Foster af-
ter an investigation revealed that 
his prosecutors were intentionally 
singling out potential black jurors. 
Foster, a black man, was originally 
convicted of murdering an elderly 
woman in the 1980s and was sen-
tenced to death by an all-white jury 
in the Supreme Court of Georgia.
Th e Georgia Open Records Act 
gives citizens access to records 
across all government court sys-
tems and played a crucial role in 
overturning Foster’s sentence. 
Foster was able to access his trial’s 
paperwork and discovered that the 
jury venire list had several names 
highlighted in green with the let-
ter “B” written next to them. People 
whose names were highlighted 
were not chosen to be on the jury, 
which Foster concluded was an act 
of racism. Th e prosecutors, how-
ever, argued that they had other 
reasons for excluding them. Th e 
Supreme Court found his prosecu-
tors guilty, thus giving Foster the 
chance to overturn his death sen-
tence and request a new trial. 
Th e fate of these trials is put 
into the hands of juries and judges 
whom we can only hope have jus-
tice as their best interest. We place 
power in these courts to determine 
whether or not someone is inno-
cent or guilty and we trust that they 
are doing their job fairly. 
In the case of Foster, we are 
shown the darker side of our jus-
tice system that often escapes the 
view of the public and reminds us 
that courts do not always operate 
without bias. It is diffi  cult to place 
our trust in the courts when we 
are shown instances of clear bias 
or prejudice, especially in states 
where the death penalty is legal.
It is too complicated to place 
the blame of an unfair sentence 
entirely on a jury since evidence 
can strongly dictate innocence or 
guilt regardless of the truth. How-
ever, we trust that the people who 
do make these decisions weigh all 
known evidence to issue a fair sen-
tence. Th is trust becomes mean-
ingless when we learn that a jury is 
constructed out of bias. Ideally, a 
jury should be diverse in its popu-
lation to ensure that the sentence is 
as unanimous as it is fair. 
Th ough Foster’s chance at a new 
trial is fortunate, it is not the case 
for many U.S. citizens who have 
suff ered unfair sentences that did 
not attract attention from the me-
dia. Foster’s overturn in court may 
implore many to reevaluate trials 
not only handled by state courts, 
but of all courts throughout the 
United States. Although varying 
from state to state, sunshine laws, 
or laws that allow citizens to re-
quest government records be made 
public, are often the easiest way to 
fi nd careless injustices.
Determining whether or not 
Foster should be sentenced to 
death is up to the legal courts of 
Georgia. His sentence, however, 
should not be left up to prosecu-
tors who have purposely singled 
out potential jurors based on race. 
Whether or not the results of his 
previous trials were valid is irrel-
evant as his jury was not entirely 
reliable or unbiased. Foster should 
be entitled to a jury that is diverse, 
as should all others who are placed 
before the eyes of the law in any 
court of the United States.
Th ough Foster’s chance at a new 
trial is fortunate, it is not the case 
for many U.S. citizens who have 
suff ered unfair sentences that have 
not found media attention. Fos-
ter’s overturn in court may implore 
many to reevaluate trials not only 
handled by Georgian state courts 
but of others all courts throughout 
the United States. 
Laws were put into place to en-
sure that misdeeds do not go un-
punished. Th ose who are charged 
are innocent until proven guilty, 
as dictated by our Constitution. 
Our courts should not be clever 
instruments for racism but instead 
should deal justice fairly. Loop-
holes are hard to curtail in a system 
where things are easily overlooked 
merely by negligence. It should be 
the priority of anyone involved in 
the justice system to make sure a 
trial is conducted fairly and quick-
ly, especially when citizens are al-
lowed the opportunity to review 
records for themselves.
 
-Bianca Monteiro
Journalism ‘19
Court case exposes systemic racism
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Twitter is struggling to main-tain its growth of active monthly users, having suf-
fered from a steady decline in user 
growth since 2010 and having ex-
perienced a net negative monthly 
user growth in Q4 2015. 
Th e site has been trying to main-
tain its competitiveness in the cut-
throat environment of social media 
platforms.
Th is can most clearly be seen by 
Twitter’s stock performance since 
its initial public off ering in Novem-
ber 2013; the shares were initially 
priced at $26 per share from where 
it reached its all-time high of $74 in 
December 2013. Today, the price 
per share has since steadily de-
clined to $15. 
In Twitter’s Q1 2016 sharehold-
er letter that was released in late 
April, the company reported that 
the average monthly active users 
count reached 310 million in Q1, 
which was up an anemic 3 percent 
year-over-year, and up 1.6 percent 
from the previous quarter. 
Twitter has recently announced 
some changes to its notorious 
140-character limitation, perhaps 
hoping to stimulate user growth 
through increased simplicity. It will 
no longer count media attachments 
or “@” mentions used in replies to-
ward the 140 allotted characters. 
It will also eliminate the need for 
a workaround involving the inser-
tion of a period before a leading 
“@” mention in order for a tweet to 
be seen by a larger audience. 
Th ese changes do little to ad-
dress the true causes of Twitter’s 
stagnating user base. Twitter is a 
fairly niche social networking plat-
form that rode the waves of exciting 
originality. Twitter, however, is now 
suff ering from the ebb of that tide. 
Twitter’s main focus is simplicity, 
concision and instant communica-
tion to a large audience.
Th is does not appeal to many 
people. Respectfully, most Twit-
ter users are relatively unknown. 
While the follower count may dic-
tate the popularity of a user, most 
people probably do not want to 
read what is being said by regu-
lar users. Why would you desire 
to post content to a public audi-
ence of strangers who will largely 
ignore you? It is very likely that 
your friends read and retweet your 
posts, but perhaps Facebook is a 
better outlet for that kind of com-
munication. 
Essentially, if you are not a ce-
lebrity, public personality, organi-
zation or public fi gure, Twitter has 
almost nothing additional to off er 
you in comparison to Facebook, 
Instagram, Snapchat and other 
platforms. Th e problem with Twit-
ter is not the usability of its plat-
form, but its lack of appeal to the 
mass market because of its funda-
mental structure. 
Twitter was never meant to be 
the next Facebook, so maybe we 
should stop thinking about it that 
way.
-Kevin Kim
Journalism ‘19
Twitter’s structure deters regular users
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In May, New York government offi  cials voted to eliminate the “luxu-
ry” tax on menstrual products. Th e luxury tax that had previously been 
imposed indicated that the taxed products, such as pads and tampons, 
were not vital to the maintenance of women’s health and sanitation 
needs. Linda B. Rosenthal, a state assembly member, who calculated 
that it would save women approximately $500 in their lifetimes, intro-
duced the bill.
Th e passing of the bill opens up a more inclusive discussion about 
a topic that is usually taboo. Menstruation, a biological process that 
contributes to birth and is essential to a woman’s reproductive health, 
has historically been regarded as shameful and overly private. In many 
underdeveloped countries around the world, young women take days 
of absence during the time of their period because they do not have ac-
cess to the same sanitary products that we have.
Discussion and awareness of this issue is important. To spur this 
movement, experts and leaders of the cause hope to distribute free 
menstruation products to women in schools, shelters and prisons. 
Th e passing of the bill takes a positive step in light of equality and gen-
der bias.
New York lifts luxury tax on tampons
Timothy Foster’s death conviction by an all-white jury led to a retrial due to a presence of racist tactics
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Army Col. James Pohl prob-ably thought he was doing the right thing.
Th e judge presiding over the 
case of Khalid Sheikh Moham-
med, known in the media and 
military circles as the principal 
architect of the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks, worked with the prosecu-
tion to eliminate any evidence that 
may have favored Mohammed’s 
defense. Mohammed claims that 
he and the defense have not been 
permitted to see evidence in their 
favor and that the evidence could 
only be seen by their representa-
tion. He also claims that this was 
later retracted in favor of not show-
ing the defense any evidence at all. 
On the orders of Pohl, the evi-
dence in question was destroyed 
through alleged secret communi-
cations between Pohl and the fed-
eral government—communica-
tions of which the defense has only 
just been informed. 
Mohammed’s defense is now 
attacking the prosecution, accus-
ing the military justice system 
of the United States of losing all 
credibility in the wake of such an 
order. Without the evidence in 
question, Mohammed’s defense 
has been despoiled by extrajudi-
cial actions undertaken by the U.S. 
government.
Opinions on Mohammed aside, 
the nation’s laws should still apply 
to a man arrested by the United 
States. Th is is the government of 
a nation that determined that all 
men are created equal in the eyes 
of the law, but has failed to apply 
this to the terrorists who commit-
ted one of the tragedies that de-
fi ned a generation. 
Hypocrisy is the new norm of 
these judicial proceedings, one 
legitimized by the new status quo 
of “national security.” Th e very 
idea of moving Mohammed out 
of Guantanamo Bay to a stateside 
prison, let alone trying him in a 
civilian court, causes shudders 
among citizens and the govern-
ment, but there is no reason for it 
to elicit such a reaction.
If Timothy McVeigh, the in-
famous Oklahoma City bomber, 
could be aff orded a civilian trial 
while still being considered a ter-
rorist, then Mohammed should 
be extended the same privilege. 
In this age, however, normal laws 
no longer apply to those suspected 
of terrorism. 
Th ey only apply to people who 
have faces that can obtain public 
sympathy and who spark half-
assed debates in media outlets. It 
is a stain on the reputability and 
moral bedrock upon which the 
United States was founded.
Rot spreads from the bottom-
up, from our municipal court sys-
tems being accused of targeting 
citizens based on color and social 
class to the highest echelons ma-
nipulating the judicial process to 
achieve desired results. 
We have allowed a court system 
to act on our personal anxieties 
without understanding that anxi-
eties are naturally irrational. Our 
anxieties are also manipulated 
and taken advantage of, especially 
by the media and the current ad-
ministrators of our federal govern-
ment. To them, we need some-
thing to fear, something to unite 
us and follow the rules to the last 
punctuation mark under the guise 
of safety.
So we reach the world of mili-
tary tribunals, the extension of 
state power through what should 
be a codifi ed, clear system with ex-
ceptions taken to protect the rights 
of the accused. A person’s rights 
do not fl y away like butterfl ies the 
moment he or she walks into a 
courtroom. 
If anything, they should be seen 
as armor on one’s being. Th e fact 
that the United States has thrown 
such ideals and laws out of the 
window should be subject not just 
to scrutiny but to sanction and 
consequences. If any other nation 
had such horrendous treatment of 
prisoners, headlines would blare 
like sirens and men in suits would 
make verbose, biting remarks on 
national television. “How dare 
they” and “subject to criticism” 
and “withdrawal of support” 
would be thrown around as if such 
words carried any real weight. 
Internally, however, the story 
mutates. Suddenly, the biting 
words and the men in suits hide 
in corners as undersecretaries and 
assistants release brief, tired state-
ments barely justifying unwarrant-
ed actions of the state. 
Some citizens, especially on 
the internet, shout and yell but 
the protests are met by murmurs. 
No wonder U.S. citizens have such 
a malaise toward political action. 
After all, what should one do when 
the protests are met by pepper 
spray and exhausted bystanders? 
It just becomes another image, a 
fl eeting photo in the fl ood of bad 
and wrong with the world that 
the average citizen feels he or she 
cannot fi x.
But it can be fi xed. It takes 
monumental, shattering change 
but that can only come from those 
whose rights are being infringed. 
Even those of Mohammed.
China should yield to US trade demands 
As a major trade route, the South China Sea falls under the protection of interna-
tional law and law of the sea. For 
the G7 countries, namely Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the 
United Kingdom and the United 
States, the South China Sea of vital 
strategic interest. 
Five trillion dollars worth of 
goods passes through this route 
each year. It is a dynamic water-
way for global traffi  c from traveling 
west to east and east to west.
China sees the South China Sea 
as an important and necessary el-
ement for commercial shipping. 
Under its seafl oor lies an untold 
wealth of oil and gas, as well as 
precious minerals. 
To stake its claim to sovereign-
ty, China has dusted down maps 
from the Zhou dynasty as proof of 
its dominion over the waters. Chi-
na’s claim has been contested by 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam. 
Some have maps of their own con-
testing China’s claim.
Th e war of maps will resolve 
little; it is military and economic 
might that may win the day and 
China is the strongest participant 
in this contest.
In consequence, it is in this 
context that the G7 leaders are 
presenting a united front, insist-
ing that Asia’s prosperity is impos-
sible to separate from freedom of 
navigation and trade in the South 
China Sea.
President Barack Obama has 
called for a forceful response to 
China’s claims, more a result of 
the fact that China is construct-
ing artifi cial islands and dredging 
deeply into the South China Sea. 
China has also strengthened its 
military presence there. As such, 
it is challenging the 12-mile terri-
tory limit and engaging in territo-
rial disputes with the Philippines 
and Vietnam.
But this is of lesser importance, 
as China is perhaps on a crash 
course with U.S. geopolitical su-
premacy and goals in the region. 
It is good to recall Obama’s pivot 
to East Asia. Th is signifi cant shift 
in foreign policy relies on military 
and economic might to box in Chi-
na, the United States’ most formi-
dable competitor.
It is in this sense that the Trans-
Pacifi c Partnership, a very ambi-
tious free trade plan, hopes to fos-
ter stronger economic and military 
ties with countries that lay claims 
to the South China Sea. Its very 
existence hinges on free trade and 
freedom of the seas, and fi ts neatly 
into Obama’s new Asia policy.
China sees this as meddling in 
its own internal aff airs. Th e United 
States has sent in warships and 
planes, all of which China has 
challenged short of open confl ict.
At an international security 
conference in Singapore, Secre-
tary of Defense Ashton Carter has 
proposed to “deepen defense co-
operation in the Asia-Pacifi c by 
expanding a security network of 
countries whose militaries train 
together and eventually operate 
together.”
In his speech, Carter raised 
complaints of China’s unnerv-
ing  of neighboring countries by 
building reefs in the disputed area. 
Nonetheless, he off ered China a 
place at the table, but under U.S. 
leadership. 
Much of the free trade traf-
fi c goes to China and Hong Kong. 
Indonesia, the Philippines, Tai-
wan and Vietnam are largely best 
served ports on the Pacifi c. Th at 
leaves South Korea and Japan, both 
U.S. allies, short on oil and gas, and 
these two countries are our close 
allies in Asia. Th e European coun-
tries that are part of G7 depend on 
China for trade; they have a disad-
vantage when it comes to the mili-
tary, relying on the United States’ 
predominance in Asia. 
It is from this geopolitical op-
tic that the United States views 
China’s claims and ascendency, 
economically and militarily, as a 
threat to its preponderant role in 
the region.
Th e Trans-Pacifi c Partnership 
seeks to strengthen the countries 
with claims to the South China 
Sea as a counterweight to China, 
along with a U.S. armada and eco-
nomic clout. 
A long war of attrition between 
the United States and China will 
determine who will prevail in the 
end. No one wants another war. 
China will accommodate its ways 
to reality, but will not give up what 
it considers its historical rights.
Th e claimants, despite express-
ing their anger over the situa-
tion, live in China’s shadow and 
have learned to live with their 
big neighbor, as any reading of his-
tory proves. 
But the fl y in the ointment is Ja-
pan, who is wholly dependent on 
freedom of the sea and easy access 
in the South China Sea.
Th e United States will defend 
it for sure, but Japan has to make 
adjustments with China, and come 
to some agreement with China on 
its nearly two-decade long war 
against China.
In the end China will shape its 
behavior to the South China Sea 
along the lines of territorial adjust-
ments it made with Burma and the 
Soviet Union.
-Robert Cambria
Journalism 
Constitution also protects terrorists
G7 Summit calls for the nation to share the South China Sea territory for economic expansion and trade
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The death of the 17-year-old endangered gorilla known as Harambe has caused 
much outrage throughout the na-
tion. On May 28, 2016, Harambe 
was shot dead by Cincinnati Zoo 
offi  cials because a 4-year-old boy 
had fallen into the gorilla pit. It 
was observed that Harambe might 
have been physically interacting 
with the boy, which caused panic 
among the zoo offi  cials. People 
soon began to wonder whether 
killing Harambe was appropriate, 
or whether it was the only option 
in handling the predicament. 
Since Harambe was born and 
raised in the zoo’s sanctuary, ques-
tions were raised as to whether or 
not he was dangerous enough to 
be killed instantly. Gorillas are 
portrayed as extremely aggressive 
and violent animals in the media 
through movies and video games. 
However, it has been proven that 
they only behave in such a manner 
when they feel threatened, and are 
actually quite peaceful in social-
izing when given special handling. 
Th eir non-violent side has been 
shown in previous cases, like the 
female gorilla named Binti Jua, 
who was in a similar situation as 
Harambe. In 1996, a young boy 
slipped away from his mother and 
had climbed his way into the goril-
la pit in Brookfi eld Zoo. Th e child 
fell nearly 20 feet and remained on 
the ground as if lifeless. Binti Jua 
cradled the little child while carry-
ing her own off spring on her back. 
She became a national hero. 
On the contrary, Harambe is a 
male gorilla that dragged the child 
around in the water multiple times. 
Despite all of this, the incident still 
raises questions as to whether the 
boy’s life was truly in fatal danger. 
Th ose in favor of the killing agree 
that a tranquilizer would have tak-
en too long to put down the gorilla, 
and have the child safely removed 
from his presence. 
Professor Gisela Kaplan, an 
animal behavior expert, claims 
that the boy was in no danger. She 
protests that since the gorilla did 
not beat his chest, a warning sign 
for young gorillas to back off , he 
knew that the boy was defenseless. 
Nonetheless, the zoo offi  cials still 
feared for the child’s life, and pro-
ceeded in killing him whether they 
knew this or not.  
Many people believe the moth-
er should be held responsible for 
the entire incident and punished 
because of parental negligence. 
Others insist it is the zoo’s fault, 
since they have been cited twice 
recently for safety issues. 
Th e mother should be held ac-
countable for improperly super-
vising her child. Offi  cials stated 
that the zoo barriers passed all 
prior safety inspections., with the 
zoo offi  cials claiming that “More 
than 43 million people had visited 
the exhibit without an incident in 
the 38 years since it opened.” It is 
the mother’s duty to ensure that 
her child does not go in harm’s 
way and put him or herself at risk. 
If she had not been negligent in 
watching her child, the zoo offi  -
cials would not have had to make 
such a drastic choice, which led 
to a lot of preventable controversy 
and uproar. 
Despite the many concerns, it 
is defi nite that what happened to 
Harambe had hurt many people 
and there will be actions made to 
ensure something like this does 
not happen to any more animals, 
especially those that are nearing 
serious threats of extinction.
-Stephanie Edwards
Corporate Communications ‘18
Zoo causes public outcry
The death of the endangered gorilla points to parental negligence
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New president of USG 
greets Baruch students
For all returning students, I hope you are taking advan-tage of the beautiful summer 
months and are enjoying a break 
from the semester grind. As for 
all new students, welcome! Th is 
weekly column will be a glimpse 
into the activity of your student 
government and the issues it tack-
les. Since this is the fi rst time I am 
writing to you all, it is appropriate 
to explain what student govern-
ment actually does and what it has 
planned for the upcoming year.
Th e student government works 
for the students and the students 
only. Our bosses are the near 
15,000 undergraduates here at 
Baruch College. We are in offi  ce 
to represent their voices to col-
lege and university administra-
tors, as well as to political fi gures 
at both local and state levels. We 
also work to provide educational 
and extracurricular activities that 
create a more welcoming and 
fun environment on campus. Our 
team is made up of students who 
are passionate about what goes 
on around the school and we are 
always looking for undergraduates 
who share that same drive.
Th is brings me to my next 
point. Th e larger our student gov-
ernment is, the more eff ective we 
can be. With more student voices 
in the room, we are able to hear a 
greater variety of opinions on top-
ics that aff ect our peers. Th is allows 
us to better understand the needs 
of our constituents. Every Tuesday 
in room 3-270, we hold our sen-
ate meetings where members of 
the school community can voice 
their concerns and bring issues of 
importance to our attention. From 
an absence of toilet paper in the 
bathroom to tuition hikes, no issue 
is too small or too large. Everyone 
is welcome and encouraged to 
partake in this dialogue as it allows 
us to create a better Baruch for all. 
In the upcoming year, we hope 
to engage students in everything 
we do, increasing access to our 
programs and transparency to 
our organization. We have worked 
to reach out by live-streaming 
through our campus radio station, 
Baruch WBMB, publishing articles 
in Th e Ticker, and having an ac-
tive presence on diff erent social 
media outlets. We will continue 
to incorporate new forms of out-
reach throughout the year to keep 
students updated and informed of 
all things that pertain to the under-
graduate student government. 
As CUNY continues to make 
headlines, I urge you to follow 
along closely and inform your-
selves about the issues directly af-
fecting you all as New Yorkers and 
Baruch students. Student govern-
ment works best when all students 
are involved. Th roughout this year 
we will strive to reach each and 
every one of you. Our offi  ce doors 
will always be open.
Daniel Dornbaum is the presi-
dent of USG. He can be reached at 
daniel.dornbaum@usgbaruch.
com. His offi  ce is located at 3-272 
in the Newman Vertical Campus.
THE USG REPORT
DANIEL DORNBAUM
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Venezuela reaches economic dearth
As a result of two consecu-tive disastrous administra-tions, Venezuela is facing an 
economic crisis like no other. Th e 
leadership of both the late Hugo 
Chavez and his successor and cur-
rent president Nicolas Maduro has 
dug an economic hole that has 
brought the nation to its knees in 
debt, with billions of dollars in def-
icit to show for it. 
Th e citizens of Venezuela, both 
Chavistas, or Chavez loyalists, and 
the opposition to the current re-
gime, are protesting the current 
conditions implemented in the 
country.
Under Maduro, the Venezu-
elan economy has seen defi cits 
that prevent large companies from 
exporting and importing certain 
goods that are both vital to the pro-
duction of typical Venezuelan cui-
sines and highly desired within the 
community.  
Empresas Polar is one of Ven-
ezuela’s major nutrition-supplying 
companies. One of the most im-
portant products made and pack-
aged by Empresas Polar is the Ha-
rina Pan, known as pan fl our in the 
United States. 
It is a white corn fl our that is 
used in the production of arepas, 
a typical Venezuelan dish. In 
2014, Empresas Polar publicly an-
nounced that it had to halt pro-
duction of Harina Pan due to the 
citizens’ inability to pay the ab-
surd 218 percent price increase 
for the fl our, as decreed by the 
government. Venezuelan citizens 
have been protesting regularly to 
change leadership within its cen-
tral government. 
Before the opposition took 
control of the National Assembly 
of Venezuela, protests and rallies 
were held daily in order to inspire 
the people to vote. It turns out that 
the majority of the National As-
sembly is now against Maduro and 
is issuing out referendums and 
petitions to help impeach him, 
which, in turn, would improve the 
economy. 
To counter the acts that were 
done by the National Assembly, 
Maduro has attempted to declare 
a state of emergency. Th e National 
Assembly has blocked him from 
doing so because it will give the 
Maduro administration unlimited 
power, which would allow for il-
legal and unconstitutional action 
that will also contribute to the 
destruction of the economy be-
yond repair. 
Many companies like Coca-
Cola, Kraft Heinz and Clorox have 
followed Empresas Polar’s lead in 
halting production because they 
lack the raw materials necessary to 
make their products. Due to low oil 
prices, the country cannot make a 
profi t from its exports, thereby cre-
ating a defi cit that is characterized 
by more goods coming in than go-
ing out of the country.
Moreover, the economic crisis 
that Venezuela faces is very real, 
and it is self-evident that the is-
sue has no quick fi x. Th e facts are 
there. Th e country has no way to 
bail itself out by using its oil indus-
try, it has almost depleted its gold 
reserves and it has gone into debt 
after having borrowed billions of 
dollars from China. 
Th e lines to buy the essentials 
are lengthy and the products that 
Venezuela has used for its own 
national pride are being rationed 
due to a shortage in supplies. Th e 
current national assembly, which 
is controlled by the opposition to 
the Maduro regime, is powerless 
if it cannot get the support of the 
army who just so happens to be 
commanded by ministers of the 
current regime.
Th ere are some temporary so-
lutions, however, that could be put 
in place to relieve the economic 
stress that the country currently 
faces. Right before Chavez became 
president, Venezuela was at its 
economic boom. It was doing well 
because an increase in currency 
exchange promoted tourism. If the 
Venezuelan bolivar is devalued 
and backed by foreign currencies 
such as the U.S. dollar, the pound 
and the euro, the infl ation can re-
verse and the prices can decrease. 
Of course, there is more that 
can be done once the bolivar 
strengthens. Venezuela is doing 
poorly because the government is 
controlling the prices of the prod-
ucts. If the government lets the 
market control and regulate itself, 
the value of the products will sta-
bilize. Lastly, and perhaps most 
importantly, leadership in Venezu-
ela needs to change for the better. 
A change in leadership can mean 
a change in relations between the 
country, its people and the rest of 
the world. 
Th ere is quite a chance that with 
new leadership instilled within the 
country, the Venezuelan govern-
ment will look to the superpowers 
of the world, including China, Rus-
sia, the United Kingdom and the 
United States to aid them in their 
time of need so that they can ad-
vance to the status that they once 
held in comparison to the rest of 
the world. With new leadership, 
the nation can become the demo-
cratic beacon of South America 
once more.
-Vinceht Gchanglerth
Psychology ‘19
Th e Oklahoma Legislature 
passed a draconian bill that would 
eff ectively ban doctors from per-
forming abortions, except if the 
mother’s life was in danger. Any 
doctor violating this law could 
face up to three years in prison and 
a possible revoking of their medi-
cal license.
Th e bill passed with a vote of 
33-12 in the Senate. However, Re-
publican Gov. of Oklahoma, Mary 
Fallin, vetoed the bill, citing that it 
was “vaguely worded,” and would 
not survive a legal challenge. Sen. 
Nathan Dahm, author of this bill, 
knew of this. 
But this did not deter him and 
other supporters of the bill; they 
were hoping this would lead to 
the Supreme Court to overturn 
the decision of Roe v. Wade. Dahm 
and anti-abortion forces are being 
way too optimistic if they believe 
that Roe v. Wade would be over-
turned. Th e 1973 ruling was 7-2 on 
a conservative majority court. Th e 
makeup of the court today does 
not favor an overturn.
If the bill had been signed, it 
would quickly face legal challeng-
es on both state and federal levels. 
Th e state would be obligated to 
defend the bill, which would have 
been quite the expense. It is worth 
noting that the Liberty Counsel, 
which is a Florida-based Christian 
group, off ered to cover any legal 
expenses to defend the bill. Th is 
shows how far some anti-abortion 
activists would go to force their 
archaic beliefs on reproductive 
rights on everyone else.
 Th e Supreme Court has long 
upheld that women have a right to 
obtain an abortion until the fetus 
is viable outside the womb, which 
usually occurs at 24 weeks.
Passing of this bill would have 
been terrifying. Th e bill was so 
vague that doctors would not have 
been able to determine what situ-
ation would be considered “nec-
essary to preserve the life of the 
mother.” Th e bill also did not spec-
ify if women would escape pros-
ecution with its passing. Around 
the nation, women are being 
charged with murder for perform-
ing self-abortions.
Th is bill is also just another 
example of anti-abortion forces 
circumventing a Supreme Court 
ruling to block a woman’s right 
to choose. Th ey have been quite 
successful at this in other stations 
across the country.
Most states have imposed su-
perfl uous staffi  ng and facility 
standards on offi  ces that perform 
abortions. For example, a law in 
Texas has closed over 40 abor-
tion clinics around the state. Th is 
law has already made it to the 
Supreme Court and law offi  cials 
expect to make a fi nal decision by 
the end of June. Th ese types of laws 
have blocked access to abortion 
and reproductive health services 
to millions of women.
Yet Dahm claims he is a de-
fender of rights, even though this 
is a fl agrant attack on basic hu-
man rights. Anti-abortion forces 
lie about the true purpose of the 
burdensome regulations they rely 
on to limit abortion services across 
the nation. Th ey lie because the 
truth is that a vast majority of U.S. 
citizens support a woman’s right 
to choose and the Supreme Court 
affi  rmed that right more than four 
decades ago. Banning abortion 
will not stop abortion—it will only 
stop safe abortions.
-Davon Singh
Marketing ‘17
Shortages of basic resources in Venezuela indicate the need for stronger leadership in its government
Governor of Oklahoma 
rejects abortion bill
Rally attacks infringe upon democracy
There are certain familiar events once can expect to see during a presidential 
election. Protests and political 
outrage are not new to the elec-
tion season and the presidential 
elections are becoming similar to 
sporting events. 
Both teams have their diehard 
fans who trade ugly insults and 
comments driven by hate. Both in-
ternationally and at home, the U.S. 
presidential election is mocked 
for resembling a circus sideshow. 
We see the same events every 
four years but never think much 
of them. 
Th ey have become the norms 
of our political process and their 
presence has become inevitable. 
Violence is becoming a new norm 
that is gaining traction in this elec-
tion cycle and it is harmful and 
dangerous to our democracy.
Th e latest example of this new 
norm took place in San Jose, where 
Donald Trump’s supporters were 
attacked outside of one of his ral-
lies. Sucker punches were thrown, 
U.S. fl ags were burned and Trump 
supporters were chased and as-
saulted as police stood idly by and 
watched the carnage unfold.
Th e attacks were only the lat-
est in a series of violent off enses 
committed by protestors that have 
followed many of Trump’s rallies, 
including those in Albuquerque 
and Orange County, California. 
Democratic nominees Hillary 
Clinton and Bernie Sanders, along 
with U.S. citizens and other offi  -
cials, have condemned these at-
tacks. Th e frequency with which 
the attacks appear, however, has 
not slowed down.
If these attacks were random 
one-off s, they would not be so 
worrisome. However, the so-called 
protestors who have carried out 
these assaults, disruptions and 
acts of vandalism believe that they 
have done no wrong.
Th ey believe they are justifi ed 
in their violence because, for a 
year, Trump has been represent-
ed in the media as some sort of a 
boogeyman. Th e left labels his sup-
porters as poor and unintelligent, 
and then comically wonders why 
his voters will not switch sides.
Th ey overuse words like rac-
ist and Nazi in reference to those 
same supporters in an attempt 
to dehumanize them while com-
pletely depriving those words of 
their actual meaning. After months 
of these tactics, it is not very sur-
prising that events have escalated 
to a boiling point.
Perhaps most alarming of all is 
the tendency to blame the people 
who have been assaulted at these 
political rallies. Th e people carry-
ing out these attacks are the same 
ones who claim that the attacks 
would never have happened had 
the victims supported the “right” 
candidate.
Attackers believe that they are 
committing an act of justice by vio-
lating someone for wearing their 
Trump gear in public. Th ey buy 
into absurd claims such as com-
paring Trump to Adolf Hitler in 
an eff ort to justify their hate and 
violence.
Th ese disruptive protestors 
claim that Trump and his support-
ers incite violence, even though 
the attackers themselves are ones 
who seem all too happy to actu-
ally carry it out. Th e left is quick to 
preach ideas of diversity and tol-
erance but not when it comes to 
ideas that oppose their viewpoint. 
Th e ultimate irony in all of this 
is that destroyed property, van-
dalism and violence do nothing 
to support their cause. No one 
switches their political beliefs be-
cause they were assaulted over 
them. 
Instead, they double down on 
those beliefs and feel as though 
they were justifi ed for having them 
in the fi rst place. When undecided 
voters turn on their televisions 
and see the violence unfold, they 
do not sympathize with the brutes 
who are carrying it out. Th ey look 
toward the candidate who is being 
attacked and begin to suspect that 
there may be something substan-
tial to what he is saying.
Incidents of violence at political 
rallies continue to grow and No-
vember is nowhere yet in sight. Th e 
race will undoubtedly heat up in 
rhetoric this summer and it is very 
likely that assaults will continue to 
grow in number, to the point where 
they no longer faze us.
It will simply become the norm 
to punch, spit at and hate the op-
posing party. Domestic terrorism 
will have a fi rm hold in our politi-
cal process.
Even more so, democratic val-
ues preach the support of diversity 
of ideas and beliefs in its imple-
mentation and use. If violence 
occurs against a candidate during 
a political rally simply because of 
diff ering views, democracy dimin-
ishes.
If someone believes that their 
political cause is truly the righ-
teous one, then they should be able 
to convince others of it with words 
instead of violence. As it stands, 
regardless of one’s own views of 
any particular candidate, it is now 
normal to use violence against op-
posing political beliefs, something 
that should worry anyone who en-
joys living in a democratic society.
-Gabriel Marrero
 Corporate Communications ‘16
Violent outbreaks during Donald Trump’s presidential rallies depict the corruption of Democratic ideals
The identifi cation of domes-tic violence has transitioned from being labeled as ordi-
nary household confl ict to a seri-
ous crime. 
Th e change is attributed to 
the Violence Against Women Act, 
which has been praised for its role 
in protecting victims. It ensures 
that crimes in domestic violence 
get properly investigated and 
makes it mandatory to arrest the 
abuser. Th is means that a police of-
fi cer is required to make an arrest 
when responding to a domestic 
violence dispute without obtain-
ing a warrant or having witnessed 
the crime. 
Th e secondary goal of the im-
plementation of mandatory arrest 
is to deter future abusers. Manda-
tory arrest is meant to decrease 
the rate of re-committed violence. 
An outlying goal of this policy is 
to protect the liability of police 
offi  cers.
Th e 1984 court case Th urman 
v. City of Torrington established 
the right to receive police protec-
tion from domestic violence. As a 
result, police offi  cers can be held 
accountable if they do not inter-
fere. To avoid this, local law en-
forcement implemented manda-
tory arrest. 
Th e mandatory arrest policy, 
however, has discouraged victims 
from reporting their abusers. Ac-
cording to the American Bar As-
sociation Commission on Domes-
tic and Sexual Violence, 21 states 
have mandatory arrest laws for 
domestic violence assault. New 
York is one of those states. It has 
had unintended consequences, 
such as the dual arrest policy, 
which occurs when offi  cers arrest 
both the victim and the abuser 
because they cannot distinguish 
which of the two is the primary 
aggressor and would rather let the 
court decide. Th e potential of dual 
arrest has led to decreased report-
ing, which can lead to escalation of 
violence. 
Radha Iyengar, author of sev-
eral papers on domestic violence, 
found that states with manda-
tory arrest laws saw a 60 per-
cent increase in intimate partner 
homicide.A study by the National 
Criminal Justice Research Service 
found that when females off end, 
offi  cers are three times more likely 
to arrest both people. It has made 
victims reluctant to call for help 
out of the fear of being arrested 
alongside their abuser.
Unfortunately, mandatory ar-
rest cannot guarantee the deter-
rence of future abusers. In 2013, 
the International Journal of Hu-
man Sciences found that in cases 
of unmarried and unemployed 
couples, mandatory arrest makes 
abusers more violent after the fi rst 
arrest. Mandatory arrest does not 
reduce off enses, but rather reduc-
es reports of abuse.
Th ere are numerous alterna-
tives to mandatory arrest. Policies 
such as discretionary arrest leave 
the arrest up to the police offi  cer. 
Mandatory arrest has taught us 
anything, it is that the threat of 
arrest is not an effi  cient response 
to domestic violence. It creates 
fear and distrust among victims, 
who think that reporting their 
abuser might get them arrested as 
well. It is a poor countermeasure 
to a problem as complex as do-
mestic abuse. 
-Giselle Cornejo
Psychology ‘18
Current domestic laws make victims less likely to report infractions
Laws against domestic 
violence lack effi  ciency
BY VICKIE SAVVIDES
STAFF WRITER
Next Gen Summit kicked off  the 
summer with a series of entrepre-
neurial panels in New York City’s 
Hotel Pennsylvania. Th e three-day 
conference, founded by and de-
signed for young entrepreneurs, 
featured speakers from a variety 
of sectors in business, politics and 
public relations who have found 
success in their own start-ups and 
individual ventures on national 
and international levels. At the con-
ference, entrepreneurs communi-
cated their stories with attendees of 
similar interests who also hope to 
jumpstart their own careers.
“Entrepreneurship has devel-
oped from a luxury to a necessity, 
and young people in all corners of 
the globe must create their own op-
portunities,” an online description 
of the event states.
Th is is the second conference 
held by Next Gen, the fi rst of which 
took place in July 2015 in Austin, 
Texas.
Each attendee was given the 
opportunity to communicate di-
rectly with an invited guest. Th ese 
conference breakout sessions were 
designed to communicate some 
of the most important elements 
of starting one’s career, including 
tips on creating one’s personal 
brand, networking, utilizing social 
media or even writing a book, to 
name a few. 
Th e panels features several well-
known speakers, including Cristin 
Frodella, head of Global Educa-
tion Marketing for Google; Henry 
Paul, inventor of an award-winning 
spinal treatment; Daniel Zolnikov, 
Republican member of the Mon-
tana legislature; Gerard Adams, 
founder of Elite Daily; Kieran 
O’Reilly, founder of GIFS.com and 
Kim Kaupe, cofounder of ZinePak. 
Th e fi rst day concluded with a roof-
top social gathering of the speakers 
and attendees.
From 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
on Saturday, the event was packed 
with numerous panels moderated 
by Next Gen members. Kaupe of 
ZinePak, who has been featured on 
Forbes’ “30 Under 30” and Shark 
Tank, led a talk that relayed her 
experience with creating a cus-
tom publication company that has 
worked with numerous stars such 
as Taylor Swift and Katy Perry. 
Th e Inventors Panel followed, 
entitled “Gadgets and Gizmos,” 
that featured millennial inventors 
Ann Makosinski, Ben Stern, Harry 
Paul and Kai Kloepfer, who high-
lighted their intuitive inventions. 
Attendees were not only able to 
hear about their talents, but also 
experience their accomplishments 
through fi rsthand product demon-
strations.
“Politics Breakout” featured two 
of the youngest elected offi  cials in 
the country, Daniel Zlonikov of 
Montana and Josh Lafazan of Syos-
set. Th e duo explained their rise 
to politics, the struggles that they 
overcame in their political journey 
and the opportunities that followed 
once they were in offi  ce.
Simultaneously, the “Jacob 
Goodman Breakout,” panel oc-
curred in the ballroom across the 
platform. It was held by Jacob 
Goodman, co-founder of College 
Truckers. College Truckers pro-
vides summer storage and ship-
ping for university students and 
Fresh Prints, which specializes in 
promotional products in apparel 
and fashion. Goodman discussed 
his businesses and the eff ects they 
had and continue to have on col-
lege students.
Partha Unnava, recognized as
a medical industry expert after pio-
neering numerous devices such as 
the Better Walk Crutch, led a talk 
titled “Th e Cool CEO” in which he 
discussed the vision behind his in-
vention and refl ected on presenting 
it to President Barack Obama and 
winning numerous awards for vari-
ous entrepreneurial contributions.
One of the fi nal panels, “Girl 
Power,” starred young prominent 
women who have dominated the 
workforce. Forge and Real Teen’s 
leaders Stacey Ferreira and Ocean 
Pleasant founded the youth culture 
publications in 2014 in an eff ort 
to engage millennials with social 
issues pertinent in society. Th e 
event closed with a ceremony and 
was followed by a bowling night at 
Lucky Strike.
Sunday featured numerous pan-
els that addressed fundamentals 
of entrepreneurship—the signifi -
cance of a college education, the 
dedication required to successfully 
build a tech start-up and the im-
portance of a supportive environ-
ment. It concluded with even more 
advice and support to prospective 
entrepreneurs who were also in-
vested in the world of invention.
In accordance with its platform, 
the mission of Next Gen Summit is 
to “instill in young people the idea 
that they control their future, and 
can direct their careers and their 
lives in a way that is most meaning-
ful to them,” and “to provide that 
platform to turn passions into real-
istic working opportunities.”
After a weekend in New York 
City, the company was able to suc-
cessfully accomplish its goals. At-
tendees were indeed exposed to 
the most exciting careers and most 
innovative products, as well as re-
sourceful information they could 
take away from the event and apply 
to their own future endeavors.
Th e community of Next Gen 
Summit was founded by Justin 
Lafazan and Dylan Gambardella 
who “share the unique belief that 
young people hold all of the power 
to create truly extraordinary lives 
through entrepreneurship,” as the 
Next Gen website states.
Justin, a 19-year-old entrepre-
neur from Syosset, New York, de-
ferred his acceptance to the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Wharton 
School of Business in hopes of 
pursuing other projects, namely 
Next Gen Summit. He has pub-
lished his own book, What Wakes 
You Up? and has been featured on 
numerous media platforms, in-
cluding Forbes, Huffi  ngton Post, 
Inc. Magazine and USA Today, in 
which he has been acclaimed for 
his contributions to the entrepre-
neurial panel. He is also the CEO 
of Students4Students College Advi-
sory, a higher education consulting 
fi rm, and Millennial Marketing 
Strategy, a full-service digital mar-
keting company.
Upon co-founding Next Gen 
Summit, Gambardella invested 
himself both inside and outside 
of the classroom. He is greatly in-
volved in Duke, where he is a mem-
ber of student government and the 
basketball practice team.
Next Gen Summit was de-
scribed as “a must-attend confer-
ence for entrepreneurs in 2016” 
by Forbes. Th e company continues 
to host events that invite entrepre-
neurs from across the country to 
engage with students and prospec-
tive business leaders.
Business
BY ELIZABETH DASH
STAFF WRITER
After months of discussion with 
well-known beer manufacturing 
company Anheuser-Busch, Star-
bucks published a press release 
stating that the two major beverage 
corporations would form a part-
nership in order to make ready-
to-drink tea easily accessible to 
consumers.
In 2012, Starbucks completed its 
biggest transaction to date with its 
purchase of Teavana Holdings Inc. 
for roughly $620 million. Th e pur-
pose of the deal was to diversify the 
company by providing beverages 
other than coff ee.
Since then, the company has 
worked diligently to expand the 
tea-based items on its menu and 
continues to operate several spe-
cialty Teavana bars throughout the 
United States. 
In the last fi scal year, U.S. Star-
bucks locations sold over one mil-
lion Teavana beverages, which 
equals to roughly an 11 percent 
increase in sales year-over-year. 
Although tea beverage sales seem 
to be popular among Starbucks 
customers, back in January the cof-
fee giant converted three Teavana 
bar locations to Starbucks coff ee 
shops and completely closed down 
a fourth.
Today, there are about 300 Teav-
ana locations that sell packaged 
tea and accessories to consumers 
across the United States and Can-
ada. Th e demand for iced tea from 
Starbucks customers coupled with 
the promising growth in the tea in-
dustry as a whole has encouraged 
Starbucks to explore ways it could 
mirror its ready-to-drink coff ee 
beverages sold at supermarkets 
with ready-to-drink teas.
Back in 1994, PepsiCo part-
nered with Starbucks to bring the 
premium-bottled coff ee beverages 
to store shelves in an eff ort to ex-
pand sales outside of Starbucks 
locations. Although profi table, the 
partnership was restrictive when 
it came to the sale of tea. With the 
agreement between Starbucks and 
Anheuser-Busch, PepsiCo became 
a competitor as well as a partner 
to Starbucks.
PepsiCo was unable to enter 
into an agreement over the dis-
tribution of tea because it already 
holds a joint venture partnership 
with Unilever, in which the two 
distribute teas such as Lipton and 
Brisk. A partnership with Starbucks 
involving tea, therefore, would be a 
confl ict of interest.
Nonetheless, Starbucks turned 
to Anheuser-Busch for help and 
will now continue to experiment 
with new tea fl avors. Anheuser-
Busch is most famous for the beer 
it manufactures, including Bud 
Light, Budweiser and Stella Artois. 
However, the recent decline in beer 
demand has left some unoccupied 
manufacturing space in the com-
pany’s breweries.
Partnering with Starbucks, 
Anheuser-Busch will now manu-
facture, distribute and market the 
bottled tea that will be sold in gro-
cery retailers. Anheuser-Busch has 
a much larger network than Pep-
siCo, distributing to about 100,000 
more retail stores across the United 
States. Th e beverage manufacturer 
intended to use its existing network 
of over 500 distributors to supply 
the new product to these stores. 
Starbucks will continue to work 
on research and development of 
new tea fl avors and will use its ex-
isting knowledge of the brand and 
consumers to boost ready-to-drink 
sales. Once Starbucks creates a new 
fl avor, Anheuser-Busch will buy it 
and produce it at one of its 12 brew-
eries in the country. 
According to Beverage Market-
ing Corp., ready-to-drink tea shows 
great promise in industry growth 
with a 6.1 percent increase in 2015. 
PepsiCo is the industry leader in 
this segment of the market with a 
29 percent share, or about $7.57 
billion.
However, Starbucks has a much 
larger stance in the ready-to-drink 
coff ee industry with about a 75 per-
cent share as of 2015. 
As Starbucks breaks into the 
market, it is possible that PepsiCo’s 
share will decline, depending on 
the nature of consumer demand. 
Starbucks aims to only sell premi-
um tea beverages and, as a result, 
will appeal to a diff erent type of 
consumer base than PepsiCo. 
In January, Starbucks set a fi ve-
year goal of increasing Teavana’s 
worth to $3 billion. Th e partnership 
with Anheuser-Busch might be the 
fi rst big step toward achieving this 
goal.
In its press release announc-
ing the partnership, Starbucks as-
sured, “Together, [Starbucks] and 
Anheuser-Busch will bring their 
complimentary strengths to bear to 
capitalize on the signifi cant growth 
of opportunity.”
Board members of Anheuser-
Busch have also expressed their 
eagerness for agreement specifi cs 
to be settled and desire to partner 
with Starbucks in their quest to en-
ter the ready-to-drink tea market.
Partnering with Anheuser-Busch, Starbucks will now manufacture, market and distribute newly branded tea on a global scale.
WWW.PEXELS.COM
Starbucks partners with Anheuser to create ready-to-drink tea
Next Gen Summit, held at Hotel Pennsylvania, hosted a plethora of industry leaders from business, politics and public relations. 
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Next Gen Summit provides leadership to aspiring entrepreneurs
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MET traces history of crime photography in captivating exhibit
BY YELENA DZHANOVA
OPINIONS EDITOR
At the end of the path outlined 
by the crowd, past the Medieval 
Art wing at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art, is an exhibition fl oor 
with a few meandering corridors. 
Th e exhibition, though seemingly 
small in comparison to the Egyp-
tian corridor, took a while to get 
through due to the copious amount 
of pieces used to illustrate mystery 
conceptually.
Th e exhibition, Crime Stories: 
Photography and Foul Play, was set 
up with the intention of fi nding a 
way for darkness to coalesce with 
mystery without any accompany-
ing terror. Th ough this interweav-
ing was essential to the creation 
of the exhibition, it can be diffi  cult 
to imagine the portrayal of crime 
without proof of the gore and death 
that is typically reminiscent of 
crime scenes.
Th e curator purposefully chose 
photography that does not illus-
trate crime archetypically. Instead, 
the exhibit provides dimension to 
the subject of crime and, in turn, 
transforms it into a form of art that 
is unexpected and clever. Crime, 
usually associated with blood and 
depictions of death that create a 
timorous air, is shown through var-
ious mug shots and situations that 
normally would be socially exiled. 
Th e exhibition is diffi  cult to 
grasp without the curator’s skillfully 
assembled displays of information. 
Th e exhibition’s description on the 
wall reads, “Th e crime scene photo-
graph, when not so gruesome as to 
be unexhibitable in an art museum, 
can have the hush and gravitas of a 
sacred ritual.” Th e exhibit’s photog-
raphy is meant to stun the viewer, 
encapsulating them in a trance 
that governs their thought process 
to believe that crime is an esoteric, 
foreign part of nature.
Unlike other exhibitions that 
can function without explanation, 
viewers could possibly misunder-
stand why this exhibition exists 
without the curator’s input. 
Th e most appealing factor in 
the exhibition is the sense of loss 
and peril that exists in the photos, 
as represented by expressionless 
stares and unfathomable situa-
tions. One interesting grouping 
illustrates three murderers who 
teem with heavy pensiveness. 
Th e description indicates that the 
photographs were individually ed-
ited to bring out the sinister look 
from each man, evident upon fi rst 
glance. 
Another grouping shows a chill-
ing identifi cation process that is 
separated into parts, from begin-
ning to end. Th e photographs are of 
Alphonse Bertillon and a prisoner. 
Bertillon, who developed the fi rst 
modern system of criminal identifi -
cation, is using a ruler and specially 
designed calipers to accurately 
gauge the measurement of the pris-
oner at 11 points. 
Th e grouping also shows the 
photography studio in which Ber-
tillon developed the standard mug 
shot photo process, which entails 
a shot of the full face and a shot of 
the profi le. In particular, these pho-
tographs remind the viewer of the 
intimacy that can exist between a 
prisoner and a prison task force 
employee, something that seems 
to always be left out in these dis-
cussions.
Another collection in the exhib-
it holds nine photos, each of a po-
lice lineup, arranged stylistically in 
a square. Th e explanation behind 
this grouping, as provided by the 
supplementary description, tells 
viewers, “Th e images vividly evoke 
an era and milieu familiar to fans of 
fi lm noir and hard-boiled detective 
fi ction of the 1930s and 1940s.” 
Each of the nine photos in this 
collection has at least one person 
who seems like he does not belong 
in a police lineup, based on their 
appearance and the behavior that 
their persona gives off . In essence, 
the photographs here could easily 
turn into a solid game of “which 
one here does not belong,” if solely 
based on deductions.
Th e exhibition also included 
works by acclaimed artists, such 
as Andy Warhol’s screen print Elec-
tric Chair. Th e piece was separated 
from Warhol’s Death and Disasters
series, which focused on suicides, 
car crashes and tragic celebrity 
deaths, including Marilyn Monroe. 
With the inclusion of the elec-
tric chair into his series, Warhol 
hoped to dull the meaning behind 
death through repetition and fa-
miliarity. Th e electric chair was 
used as a cruel torture medium but 
many offi  cials did not seem fazed 
by its use, perhaps due to overuse 
and experience.
Th e exhibition is highly eff ec-
tive in communicating the dull-
ness with which we regard our 
prisoners. Th e entire collection can 
be considered extremely anach-
ronistic but refl ective of our time, 
despite the fact that the majority 
of the photographs chosen were 
taken prior to the 21st century. 
Upon fi rst glance, one might 
be inclined to skip this exhibition 
at the MET; but it is a worthwhile 
viewing. Its exploration can incite 
the rare combination of empathy 
and eeriness. 
Th ough unexpected, the pho-
tography selections in the exhibi-
tion are slightly charming and well 
focused because the curator chose 
and enhanced works that were not 
horridly gory or unenjoyable. Th e 
works, though lacking in tradition-
al crime depictions, still maintain 
a brutal honesty that is diffi  cult to 
fathom, and perhaps even more 
diffi  cult to recreate otherwise. 
The MET’s current exhibit, Crime Stories: Photography and Foul Play, puts a spotlight on mass cultural obsession with gore.
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Claflin and Clarke turn cliche romance into dramatic masterpiece
BY MARIA MARKOWICZ
MANAGING EDITOR
For the past few years, it felt as 
if the ending of each blockbuster 
romance could be predicted based 
on its fi rst few scenes. A man meets 
a woman, they fall in love, they 
have an issue and they reconcile. 
If not that, a tragic ending seemed 
inevitable. 
Th ough fi lled with cliches and 
tear-inducing scenes, Me Before 
You shocks the audience with one 
of the main characters’ fi nal choice 
and many were not able to get 
up from their seats until well into 
the credits.
Me Before You is based on a 
novel of the same name written 
by Jojo Moyes. It tells the story of 
Will Traynor, a wealthy quadriple-
gic man in his 30s who lost control 
over most of his body—save for his 
head, neck and limited movement 
of his fi ngers—after getting hit by 
a motorcycle on a rainy day. Bitter 
and unable to accept his new life, 
he is under constant medical atten-
tion and his parents are doing all 
they can to make him happy.
Louisa Clark, on the other hand, 
comes from a lower middle class 
family who relies on her and her 
sister’s income to get by. Her quirky 
outfi ts consist of bright colors and 
somewhat mismatched patterns, 
most notably a pair of emerald 
heels that made her look like a “lep-
rechaun drag queen.”
After working in a cafe for six 
years on a low wage, she fi nds out 
that the owner is shutting down the 
place. In order to take care of her 
family, she goes to a job center and, 
several attempts later, fi nds herself 
on the Traynors’ doorstep dressed 
in her mother’s old suit with no ex-
perience in dealing with quadriple-
gics. Somehow, she gets the job.
Th e dramatic tone of the mov-
ie occasionally becomes come-
dic thanks to Emilia Clarke and 
Sam Clafl in’s portrayal of the two 
characters. 
Th ough the latter was known 
to portray fl irty and caring charac-
ters, including that of Finnick Odair 
in Th e Hunger Games, seeing the 
mother of dragons dressed in fuzzy 
sweaters and dresses covered in 
butterfl ies and hearts was shock-
ing. After a while, her acting skills—
down to her impressive control of 
her eyebrow movements—made 
it obvious why she was picked for 
the role.
For the most part, the movie fol-
lows some well-known cliches; Lou 
was hired to keep Will company, 
but her attempts at being friendly 
are met with sarcasm and cold re-
marks. After two weeks of handling 
his bad moods and antisocial be-
havior, she fi nally speaks her mind 
and gains his respect. Soon, she be-
comes the fi rst person to make him 
laugh since the accident. 
Th ey spent their days together, 
watched foreign movies, shared 
happy memories from their child-
hoods and, unsurprisingly, end up 
falling in love. In all this time, Lou 
tries to prove to Will that life is still 
worth living.
Her eff orts reach varying levels 
of success. When Lou suggests tak-
ing Will and Nathan, his trainer and 
medical caretaker, to a horserace, 
she makes things awkward imme-
diately when Will’s wheelchair gets 
stuck in mud and she calls other 
men to lift him out despite Na-
than’s protests. Later, she causes a 
scene with a restaurant worker who 
refuses to let them in when Lou is 
unable to produce a VIP badge.
When the argument between 
Lou and the worker gets more des-
perate, Nathan points out that Will 
has had enough, and they leave be-
fore the day is over.
Th e romance between the two 
seems to blossom when Will invites 
Lou to his ex-girlfriend and old 
friend’s wedding. After Lou gets a 
talk from a mutual friend and has 
a few drinks, she and Will dance 
in his wheelchair and roll out of 
the wedding to share an intimate 
moment.
Th e movie gained a lot of criti-
cism for its negative portrayal of 
quadriplegics. Social media users 
and news sites were quick to criti-
cize Will’s negative outlook and the 
implication that quadriplegics’ 
close ones would be happier if they 
chose to die.
Th eir arguments were fueled 
by the fact that so few lead roles 
are given to quadriplegic charac-
ters and the idea that Will’s story 
may prompt others in his situation 
to think more negatively of being 
quadriplegic.
After reading the novel, how-
ever, one becomes keenly aware 
of how much Will had to suff er. He 
had constant pains, muscle dete-
rioration and strain that came with 
sitting in one position for an ex-
tended period of time that required 
over a dozen medications per day 
to treat, which ultimately caused 
even more pain.
Lou notes early on that she is 
able to tell how much pain Will is 
constantly in by the movement of 
his eyebrows and forehead, even if 
he tries hard to hide it. While it may 
not provide a counterargument to 
negative comments, it helps ex-
plain some of the actions that the 
lead characters took in the movie.
Th e movie does a fair job when 
it comes to staying loyal to the 
content of the novel. Th is could 
be credited to the fact that Moyes 
also wrote the script on the movie. 
However, the novel is still worth a 
read as it delves into important de-
tails and actions that were not por-
trayed in the movie.
For those who want to know 
what happened to Lou after the 
movie, a novel titled After You was 
released in 2015.
Claﬂ in (left) and Clarke (right) give winning performances in the romantic tear-jerker, Me Before You, based on a novel.
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BY DAVID CARDONA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Currently on display at the 
Whitney Museum is Human Inter-
est: Portraits from the Whitney’s 
Collection. It focuses on artists’ in-
terpretations of portraits, one of the 
oldest genres of art. 
Th e Whitney is no stranger to 
portraits, and is proud to display a 
variety of interpretations from the 
last century. Th e artists tackle the 
genre in their own unique ways. 
Some of the portraits are not even 
of people, but of objects, colors and 
shapes that act as metaphors. Th e 
exhibition’s overarching spectrum 
marks it as overwhelming, striking 
and bold. 
Advised by staff  to go from top 
to bottom, viewers spot uncon-
ventionality as soon as they exit 
the museum’s seventh fl oor. Ven-
turing off  conformity for more 
creative pursuits, Portraits With-
out People attempts to capture the 
essence of an individual through 
objects instead of traditional por-
traits. Th ough vague, one can de-
cipher these ambiguous portraits 
with enough patience and an eye 
for detail. 
At the center of the gallery hangs 
a piece titled Racing Th oughts
by Jasper Johns, a U.S. artist. Th e 
portrait represents what Johns 
saw whenever he laid down in his 
bathtub. Interposed into the piece 
are his artistic muses—a photo of 
Leo Castelli, his art dealer, a pot 
by ceramicist George Ohr, a litho-
graph by Barnett Newman and a 
reproduction of the Mona Lisa by 
Leonardo da Vinci. Alongside these 
objects is a pair of trousers Johns 
hung from a hook, and the faucet 
and nozzle of the bathtub. Johns 
said that the images ran “through 
my head without any connected-
ness that I could see,” while he was 
in the tub. What can be seen in the 
portrait is up for debate and inter-
pretation; however, some say faces 
can be seen in the background.
Public interest in celebrities 
skyrocketed at the start of the 20th 
century. New forms of entertain-
ment such as vaudeville, theater, 
cabaret, sports games and motion 
pictures spearheaded the move-
ment. Artists of the time delved 
into these new forms and began 
to incorporate scenes of popular 
events into their work. Boxing, le-
galized in New York City in 1920, 
soon became a very popular and 
profi table sport. 
Dempsey and Firpo, by George 
Bellows, captures the exact mo-
ment Luis Angel Firpo knocked 
Jack Dempsey out of the ring with 
a blowing left-hook, during their 
championship boxing match in 
1923, considered the most dramat-
ic sports moment of that time. In-
stead of giving the portrait an aerial 
view of the fi ght, Bellows provided 
perspective of someone sitting 
ringside, immediately behind the 
press pit. Dempsey, fallen from 
the ring, lands on an unfortunate 
sports journalist. Fripo stands over 
him like a god. 
Geometry is also incorporated 
into the portrait. Hidden in plain 
sight throughout the portrait is the 
letter V. Th e V, symbolic for vic-
tory, bears irony considering that 
the image shows Fripo knocking 
Dempsey out of the ring although 
Dempsey ultimately won the fi ght. 
Bellows had attended the event as a 
sports journalist and included him-
self in the portrait—he stands in the 
lower left corner of the frame. 
New York City has provided 
artists with inspiration for hun-
dreds of years. Portraits of the city 
either capture it as the destination 
for self-invention or as a backdrop 
that acts as a metaphor for the fears 
and dreams of those who call it 
home. New Yorkers I, simply titled 
by Howard Kanovitz, stands as a 
prime example. Th e portrait, taken 
from a newspaper photo, shows 
Richard Rogers, a famed Broadway 
composer, speaking in front of a 
group of men. Th eir coats and ties 
embody New York City as much 
as the skyline in the background 
does—a  professional place where 
serious work is done. 
In the middle of the 20th centu-
ry, artists like Andy Warhol brought 
the deep thematic elements of 
modern art together with the bright 
colors and bold statements of ad-
vertisement. Th e result was a highly 
stylistic critique on modern soci-
ety, celebrity worship and shallow-
ness. Provocatively titled Madonna 
and Child, by Allan D’Arcangelo, 
depicts the portraits of Jacqueline 
Kennedy with her young daughter 
Caroline that illustrate the style 
well. What is most striking about 
the painting is that subjects do not 
have faces but still remain recog-
nizable. Th ough the portrait’s title 
compares them to holy fi gures, the 
duo is reduced to fi gures made for 
public consumption that are only 
identifi able by their hairstyles and 
material possessions. 
Human Interest is a captivating 
exhibition. It takes a well-known 
genre of art, something that is as 
common as it is traditional, and re-
invents it into something new. Bold 
interpretations are enough to pro-
vide one with many hours of head 
tilting and chin scratching. Th e 
exhibition is currently on display. 
Admission to the Whitney Museum 
of American Art is free with a valid 
CUNY ID.
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Human Interest: Portraits from the Whitney’s Collection is the Whitney Museum’s newest overwhelming and striking exhibit.
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Entrancingly strange comedy takes on love in dystopian society
BY BENJAMIN WALLIN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
It is drab. It is awkward. It is pro-
cedural. It is diffi  cult to watch. It 
is love, as depicted by Th e Lobster. 
Th e fi lm takes place in a dystopian 
world where the most important 
thing to worry about is relationship 
status. 
David, played by Colin Far-
rell, and the only character who is 
named, is introduced as his wife 
chooses to leave him for another 
man. David is sent to a hotel where 
he is required to fi nd a romantic 
partner before time runs out, or 
else he will be turned into the ani-
mal of his choice. His preferred ani-
mal gives the fi lm its title.
Shot mostly with natural light-
ing, the fi lm has a color palette of 
blues and grays. Within the hotel, 
guests are dressed in exactly the 
same clothing. People fi nd one an-
other because of a defi ning charac-
teristic, whether it be a limp, chron-
ic nosebleeds or nearsightedness. 
Romantic propositions are made 
matter-of-factly, as if a potential re-
lationship were a business dealing 
to be transacted. 
Th e dialogue tends to be struc-
tured like that of children’s litera-
ture in its simplistic yet elongated 
sentence structure. Th e hotel man-
ager, played by Olivia Colman, tells 
recently coupled guests, “If you 
encounter any problems you can-
not resolve yourselves, you will 
be assigned children; that usually 
helps.” At the hotel shooting range, 
David and his friends are told, “It’s 
no coincidence that the targets are 
shaped like single people and not 
couples.” Th e world of the fi lm is 
demented at its core.
On David’s fi rst day, he and 
the other guests go out on a hunt, 
shooting loners who have es-
caped the hotel with tranquilizer 
darts. Capturing one loner gives 
the guests credit for an extra day 
in the hotel. While seeing John C. 
Reilly stumble through a thicket in 
slow motion is one of the comedic 
highlights of the movie, the subse-
quent shots of Angeliki Papoulia’s 
character Heartless Woman mer-
cilessly beating a captured loner 
are unsettling. 
It is clear that she uses her extra 
days to heartlessly attack as many 
loners as possible; on David’s fi rst 
night, she has 154 days remaining 
at the hotel. All newcomers start 
with 45 days.
Th is fi lm is a comedy at which 
it is nearly impossible to laugh out 
loud. Some moments are funny in 
the subtle way Wes Anderson’s Th e 
Grand Budapest Hotel evokes hu-
mor from a head peeking around 
a corner or an elongated pause. 
At other times, it is the tragicom-
edy that comes from someone cry-
ing out in pain loudly in a camera 
shot where they lie isolated on the 
ground. It is hard to know whether 
to smile slightly, to grimace or to 
turn the movie off  straightaway.
Th e Lobster relishes in caus-
ing discomfort. It feels masochis-
tic to sit through certain scenes. 
Th e camera holds for too long, the 
scene continues past being bear-
able and everyone ignores the pain 
others are going through. A knife, a 
toaster and a table are all elements 
of this off -putting journey through 
an uncaring world.
Despite all this, the fi lm itself 
stands out as a piece which is quite 
good. It is wonderful to see original 
storytelling, to see Ben Whishaw’s 
skills outside of James Bond, to 
have a dystopia which is not from a 
best-selling Young Adult series. 
Th ough it probably will not be 
seen by a majority of fi lm-goers, 
Th e Lobster was able to make back 
its budget plus a few million dol-
lars, which will hopefully encour-
age further original fi lmmaking, 
even if it is limited to foreign releas-
es and independent theaters.
Dystopias have the ability to 
emphasize negative traits of the 
real world. George Orwell’s 1984 
is a regular reference in regard to 
government surveillance. Suzanne 
Collins’ Th e Hunger Games, indi-
cates the problems in modern me-
dia and reality TV. 
Th e Lobster tells of a mistaken 
approach to love. Characters lie 
about who they are to try and cre-
ate a relationship. Th ey contrive 
characteristics to match those of 
others. It is reminiscent of a quote 
from the fi lm Submarine, “I must 
not let my principles stand in the 
way of progress.”
Th e fi lm introduces two sides 
to the concept of companionship. 
Th ere is that of the hotel and the 
world at large, requiring all people 
to be paired up, while there is the 
group of loners living in the for-
est, who forbid relationships and 
even fl irting. Both groups dole out 
brutal punishments to those who 
disobey, bringing about some of 
the most cringe-worthy scenes in 
the fi lm. 
Th e opposite extremes are able 
to show clearly what is wrong with 
limiting oneself to one end or the 
other of a spectrum. One of the 
fi lm’s main arguments is for toler-
ance and moderation.
With all the marketing cam-
paigns for Warcraft, the next Purge
movie, the Ghostbusters reboot, 
Finding Dory and so many other 
sequels, reboots and rehashes that 
the summer has to off er, Th e Lob-
ster serves as a humble and well-
formed counterbalance. It gives a 
fresh look at life and love through 
an original story and a brand new 
world.
Th is is not something that has 
been seen too many times. It is not 
an attempt by a company to cash in 
on a marketable property. 
Th e Lobster is quite simply a 
piece of art, making sense of the 
world a little bit more. It is uncom-
fortable to sit through at points, but 
for its purpose, that is just fi ne.
In The Lobster, the unmarried have 45 days to ﬁ nd a mate or else become transformed into an animal of their choice.
New York City has provided 
artists with inspiration for 
hundreds of years. Portraits 
of the city either capture it 
as the destination for self-
invention or as a backdrop 
that acts as a metaphor 
for the years and dreams 
of those who call it home. 
New Yorkers I, simply titled 
by Howard Kanovitz, stands 
as a prime example. 
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BY LUIS LUCERO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Th e 2010s so far have seen many 
reunion albums from classic line-
ups of classic rock bands. From Van 
Halen’s A Diff erent Kind of Truth to 
Th e Beach Boys’ Th at’s Why God 
Made the Radio, the novelty of see-
ing these bands return to the studio 
after a lengthy hiatus always leads 
to massive critical acclaim and 
chart success that has not been 
seen since each group’s respective 
heydays. Santana IV adds to this 
trend with its release this year.
As fans that have consistently 
followed the San Francisco-based 
rock band over the years would say, 
Santana is a band that has gone 
through multiple changes over the 
years with not just personnel, but 
with the type of music they play. 
What started out as a band that 
fused together blues, Latin music 
and African music would eventual-
ly branch out into other genres like 
jazz fusion, funk rock and pop rock. 
After years apart, the band de-
cided that now was the right time to 
both reacquaint longtime fans with 
the original lineup and introduce a 
new generation of fans to the band 
that started it all.
At the tail end of the 1960s, 
Santana was a band that very few 
expected to see resonate with the 
public in the way that they did. In 
an era that saw many guitarists 
pave the way for heavy metal and 
psychedelic rock, lead guitarist 
Carlos Santana opted instead for a 
style of guitar playing that was not 
quite rooted in blues, but not quite 
Latin either. 
Complimenting Carlos’ guitar 
licks is Gregg Rolie on lead vocals, 
keyboards and Hammond B3 elec-
tric organ. Backing them up in the 
rhythm department is the late Da-
vid Brown on bass guitar, Michael 
Shrieve on drums, Michael Cara-
bello on congas and Jose “Chepito” 
Areas on timbales. 
Th e mixture of all six musicians 
resulted in a band that added to 
the rapidly changing music scene 
while still being unique and diff er-
ent enough to stand out from the 
crowd. 
From 1969 to 1971, they released 
three wildly popular studio albums, 
the last of which introduced a new 
member in the form of a young and 
hungry guitarist named Neal Schon 
whose heavier and Eric Clapton-
esque playing style contrasts with 
Carlos’ more melodic style. 
Despite their successes, this 
version of the band would frac-
ture apart before, during and after 
the recording of the band’s fourth 
album, Caravanserai. Brown and 
Carabello were both fi red and re-
placed by various bassists and con-
ga players during the sessions. 
While Rolie and Schon record-
ed their parts for the album, both 
would eventually quit and form a 
new band that would eventually 
eclipse their former employer in 
popularity: Journey. 
Shrieve and Areas would stay 
on, though they too would eventu-
ally leave years later. Areas eventu-
ally went through several hardships 
that lead to an irreconcilable rift 
between him and the band. 
Santana would soldier on 
among ebbs and fl ows in popular-
ity for the next two decades, cul-
minating with an unprecedented 
critical and commercial comeback 
that started with 1999’s star-stud-
ded Supernatural.
When it came time to reform 
the classic lineup, trying to redis-
cover the vibe that resulted in the 
fi rst three albums was almost a 
non-challenge in itself. From the 
fi rst track onward, the band sounds 
like they are picking up right where 
they left off  from the third album 
and expanding on it.
Several of the songs seem to 
sound like a call back to various 
band classics. Th e opening track, 
the very African-inspired “Yambu,” 
comes off  like a portmanteau of 
two instrumentals from the debut 
album, Waiting. “Anywhere You 
Want To Go,” will defi nitely remind 
listeners of hits like “Evil Ways” and 
“Black Magic Woman.” 
Th e album was not completely 
dependent on nostalgia, how-
ever, since the band spreads out 
into new directions on the album 
as well. Harder rocking songs like 
“Shake It” and “Choo Choo” appear 
to show that while they might pri-
marily be in their 70s, the band can 
still pull off  an aggressive number.
While classic Santana always 
had blues in their DNA, they never 
really presented it until stand out 
track, “Blues Magic.” 
Musically, it is the most mellow 
and somber piece ever recorded 
by the band. And Rolie, already a 
criminally underrated vocalist to 
begin with, gives quite possibly 
the best performance of his entire 
career across both Santana and 
Journey.
Forty-fi ve years apart and other 
projects resulted in all the clas-
sic members gaining more of an 
understanding of their respective 
instruments. While Shrieve and 
Carabello were already accom-
plished percussionists before and 
after Santana, no more is this mu-
sical evolution evident than with 
second guitarist Schon. 
Th e youthful arrogance and 
need to compete with Carlos for 
the spotlight has been replaced 
with an older appreciation for the 
art of guitar playing, and his once 
raw style is now more subdued and 
melodic much like Carlos’. 
Filling in for Brown and Areas 
on bass and timbales are current 
Santana band members Benny 
Rietveld and Karl Perazzo, respec-
tively. Th ough rather than simply 
play generic riff s and fi lls the way 
their predecessors would have, 
both of them actually contribute 
to the songwriting, with two songs 
being primarily written by each 
new member. With both current 
and classic members in mind, the 
Santana IV lineup retains all of the 
old chemistry while still showing a 
sense of musical improvement.
But despite the fl awless musi-
cianship and tight band chemistry, 
this album does have a few fl aws 
that prevent it from becoming the 
quintessential reunion album. One 
major problem with reunion al-
bums is that a lot of them are pro-
duced with the mindset of “fans 
are really looking forward to this 
reunion, so let us cram it with as 
many songs as we can fi t.” 
With a running time of 76 min-
utes, Santana IV has more than a 
copious amount of fi ller tracks. If 
the band had left out at least fi ve 
or six songs on the cutting room 
fl oor, or at least relegated them to 
B-sides for the singles, the album 
would have had a signifi cant boost 
in quality.
Two songs in particular can be 
found in the middle of the album. 
For the fi fth and sixth tracks, the 
band briefl y goes back to the guest 
singer formula, with the current 
and classic members serving as a 
backing band. Th ese two songs fea-
ture Motown legend Ronald Isley 
on lead vocals.
While the songs are admittedly 
really good and Isley’s voice is just 
as soulful as ever, they come com-
pletely out of left fi eld and throw 
off  any pace that the album had up 
to that point. Hopefully Isley and 
Santana will collaborate again, 
preferably in the form of a separate 
studio album.
Th e instrumentals, most dis-
appointedly, left something to be 
desired. Th e fi rst three albums fea-
tured classic band pieces like “Soul 
Sacrifi ce,” “Incident at Neshabur” 
and “Toussaint L’overture,” to name 
a few. 
Th e instrumentals this time 
around are kind of a mixed bag. 
“Suenos” and “Echizo” seem to be 
heading somewhere musically, but 
fi nish before they really take off . 
Others like “Fillmore East” and 
“You & I” trudge on far longer than 
necessary and become a bore to 
listen to because of it. Th e only real 
memorable instrumental is the al-
bum’s closing song “Forgiveness,” 
and even then it pales compared to 
the fi rst three albums.
Th ough it has a couple of quirks 
that bring it down a notch, Santana 
IV is still a very satisfying reunion 
record and is defi nitely worth 
listening to at least once. Th e re-
formed Santana may churn out a 
follow-up. 
As far as a reunion tour goes, one 
complete reunion show was fi lmed 
and recorded in Las Vegas, but no 
such trek has been announced yet. 
Th is may most likely be because of 
Rolie and Schon’s summer touring 
commitments with Ringo Starr and 
Journey, respectively.
Santana bandmates reunite for diverse new throwback album
After years apart, the band decided that now was the right 
time to both reacquaint longtime fans with the original 
lineup and introduce a new generation of fans to the band 
that started it all.
JONATHAN SPERLING
NEWS EDITOR
Over 90 percent of social net-
work users are subject to a phe-
nomenon known as the General-
ized Friendship Paradox, a recent 
study published in the journal Plos 
One concluded.
Th e research, funded by the 
Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council of Canada and 
carried out by researchers at Mc-
Gill University, suggests that the 
reasoning behind the paradox is a 
result of the inherently hierarchical 
nature of social networks. People in 
the social hierarchy of connections 
rarely follow down, instead choos-
ing to follow either up or across. 
Th e phenomenon also has 
broader implications that extend 
outside of the realm of social net-
works on the internet.
“Most people tend to think that 
they are better than their friends 
when it comes to intelligence, 
memory, popularity and other per-
sonal traits,” said Naghmeh Mo-
meni Taramsari, a Ph.D. student 
who coauthored the study along 
with Professor Michael Rabbat. 
“In reality, our friends really have 
more friends than we do, on aver-
age. Moreover, our friends are more 
active [post more material], and are 
more infl uential [their posts are 
viewed and passed on more often].”
In order to prove the existence 
of this paradox, the researchers 
used the quantifi able aspects of 
user activity and infl uence on so-
cial networks, and then computed 
them on a dataset of over 200 mil-
lion tweets from Twitter.
Th e measures of infl uence for 
over 75 percent of users was deter-
mined to be zero, suggesting that 
content on Twitter is produced by a 
minority of users, while the major-
ity of users are observing the pro-
duced content.
A similar conclusion was also 
drawn for other social networking 
websites, such as Facebook.
It is important to note that the 
hierarchy is nested. To put it sim-
ply, social networks are not just 
made up of a few extremely popu-
lar users who are followed by tens 
of millions of other users. Instead, 
users with millions of connections 
tend to follow users who also have 
millions of connections. Th ose with 
thousands of connections tend 
to follow those with thousands or 
millions of connections and those 
with few connections tend to fol-
low those with a similar or higher 
amount of connections. Th us, even 
those with a high number of con-
nections are potentially subject to 
the paradox.
Th e study also cites many prior 
studies where similar phenomena 
can be found present in other types 
of networks that are not found on 
the internet.
According to a similar 2014 
study on the Generalized Friend-
ship Paradox published in Scien-
tifi c Reports, each scholar in scien-
tifi c collaboration networks has, on 
average, fewer citations than his or 
her collaborators do. Th is conclu-
sion was determined based on the 
analysis of the bibliographical data 
in all 463,348 papers published in 
Physical Review from 1893 to 2009.
On a broader level, the 2014 
study states, “People’s perception 
of the world and themselves de-
pends on the status of their friends, 
colleagues, and peers. When we 
compare our characteristics like 
popularity, income, reputation or 
happiness to those of our friends, 
our perception of ourselves might 
be distorted as expected by the 
Generalized Friendship Paradox.”
Th is distorted perception of the 
world that comes as a result of the 
Generalized Friendship Paradox 
might contribute to the majority of 
active social network users having 
decreased satisfaction in their lives, 
according to a similar 2013 study 
also published in Plos One.
Despite the negative eff ects of 
the phenomenon, the Generalized 
Friendship Paradox can shed light 
on the observed inequalities of so-
cial networks and how individuals 
organize their social ties. 
More specifi cally, the para-
dox can be utilized for the early 
detection of fl u outbreaks, other 
contagious outbreaks and biologi-
cal, psychological, informational 
or behavioral contagions that can 
potentially be spread in networks, 
according to a 2010 study. In that 
paper, a fl u outbreak at Harvard 
College was analyzed along with a 
network of 744 students who were 
either members of a group of ran-
domly selected individuals or a 
group of their friends in order to 
see how the fl u outbreak would 
spread among them. 
Th us, the positives of the Gener-
alized Friendship Paradox extend 
beyond the realm of the internet 
and into aspects of real life.
Th e study states that users “in 
the top 0.5 percent of the popula-
tion experience neighbor superi-
ority of diff erent types.” Th erefore, 
in order to avoid being subject to 
the Generalized Friendship Para-
dox, one must need to stand in an 
extremely high percentile of the 
population.
In the same vein, the results of 
the study show that many individu-
als can experience the paradox 
even if there is an absence of a size-
able correlation between attributes 
and degrees. Even users with high 
infl uence and high activity were 
subject to the paradox, making it 
nearly inescapable.
BY YELENA DZHANOVA
OPINIONS EDITOR
Th e term “workaholism” has 
recently been modifi ed in order to 
specifi cally pinpoint certain char-
acteristics that defi ne the disor-
der. Previous studies of workahol-
ism failed to distinguish between 
addictive and non-addictive be-
haviors. Th e new study, published 
in Norway, identifi es unambigu-
ous traits and actions that corre-
late with an addictive quality when 
it comes to resolving work-related 
matters.
All of the conditions that were 
accounted for had to do with how 
the participants’ work shaped their 
lifestyles. Th e study found that 
many participants had a subcon-
scious tendency to prolong the 
amount of work they had to do in 
order to placate emotional stress. 
Other participants exhibited feel-
ings of inadequacy when they were 
not working. Others were more 
prone to ignore personal obliga-
tions due to the high volume of 
work that preceded them. Th ese 
personal obligations could take the 
form of exercising regularly, main-
taining relationships or upholding 
familial duties. 
Th e study indicates that ad-
vanced technology may perhaps 
be the cause of modern-day work-
aholism. It argues that technol-
ogy has the potential to distort the 
boundaries between lifestyles, par-
ticularly between work and home. 
Since instant gratifi cation facili-
tates communication, work up-
dates may perpetually plague em-
ployees and make the separation 
of work from personal life diffi  cult 
to maintain.
In order to execute the study, a 
survey was published in fi ve online 
national Norwegian newspapers. 
Participants were informed about 
the study prior to taking the survey. 
As incentive, each participant was 
given an in-depth analysis of his 
or her workaholism levels for an-
swering the survey questions hon-
estly. Survey takers were given a 
series of questions that asked them 
about particular scenarios, which 
they then had to rate based on how 
much they agreed or disagreed 
with a statement. 
Th e results of the surveys show 
that people with managerial re-
sponsibilities and who have re-
ceived some form of higher edu-
cation tended to be the ones who 
exhibited most workaholic ten-
dencies. Workaholics also tend 
to trend toward the younger side 
and are typically single. Certain 
career choices also seemed to in-
dicate higher levels of workaholism 
among employees. Workaholics 
gravitated more toward riskier ca-
reers that challenged them.
In general, women seemed to 
be more susceptible to developing 
workaholic tendencies, which, ac-
cording to the researchers, could 
indicate that women have greater 
ambitions than men as a whole. Th is 
notion is partly supported by the 
fact that women in higher education 
receive better grades than men. 
Th e new study claims that ex-
hibition of symptoms of various 
psychiatric disorders can have a 
correlation to workaholism, with 
workaholics demonstrating a high-
er affi  nity toward some psychiatric 
disorders than non-workaholics. 
Among the disorders, the most 
commonly displayed symptoms 
are those of attention-defi cit hy-
peractivity disorder, obsessive-
compulsive disorder, anxiety and 
depression. ADHD is believed to 
be connected to workaholism be-
cause the inability to focus on a 
specifi c task becomes heightened 
while completing work; the hours 
a person spends on completing 
work extend beyond the normal 
work hours, often into the nights 
and weekends. 
OCD-like tendencies also exist 
in workaholics, who compulsively 
strive for perfection, or at the very 
least, effi  ciency. Th ese tenden-
cies can make way for a develop-
ing addiction, a characteristic that 
is most associated with workaholic 
behavior. 
Th e study also concludes that 
people seem to replace strong feel-
ings of negativity by getting through 
work. Th e researchers involved 
with this study conclusively be-
lieve that in order to escape nega-
tive feelings that are often attached 
to anxiety and depression, people 
turn to hard work and determi-
nation because those aspects are 
generally regarded as praisewor-
thy. Replacing or suppressing those 
negative feelings could be seen as a 
defense mechanism that gives the 
impression that completing work 
raises self-esteem. 
Researchers of this study have 
determined that a lack of separa-
tion between work and personal 
life contributes heavily to negative 
psychological and emotional is-
sues along with the possibility of 
harmful behavior. Th e study also 
highlights the importance of study-
ing neurobiological defects and 
how they aff ect and contribute to 
people’s lives. 
Th e research concluded that 7.8 
percent of the sampled population 
was classifi ed as workaholics. De-
spite coming up with this statistic, 
researchers are hoping to get more 
of a representative sample in order 
to help clearly identify the relation-
ship between psychological disor-
ders and workaholism.
Science & Technology
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Workaholism correlated to symptoms of psychiatric disorders
Workaholism correlates with symptoms of psychiatric disorders, including ADHD, anxiety, depression and OCD.
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Users of social media platforms such as Instagram, Twitter and Facebook can succumb to the Generalized Friendship Paradox.
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New research details how con-
tainments from the 2010 Deepwa-
ter Horizon oil spill lingered under 
the surface of the Gulf of Mexico 
for months after oil on the surface 
had been cleaned up or dispersed. 
Th ese containments—including 
remnants of oil and black carbon 
from burning oil slicks—combined 
with debris to descend to the sea-
fl oor in what the study refers to as a 
“dirty blizzard.”
Published in Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences, the 
study details how the mingling of 
microscopic algae and other natu-
ral debris and oil containments can 
make pollution diffi  cult to detect. 
Th e dispersal of the oil in the 
Gulf of Mexico originally obfus-
cated the amount of these contain-
ments, but the “marine snow” that 
formed from the debris and oil 
eventually forced pollutants onto 
the seabed.
From here, pollutants could 
enter the food chain of deep-sea 
fi sh or coral, suggesting that oil 
spills can have even longer-lasting 
ecological eff ects than previously 
assumed.
“We knew oil pollutants can be 
carried downward by marine snow, 
but we didn’t expect the pollutants 
to stay in the water for such a long 
time,” said Beizhan Yan, an envi-
ronmental chemist and the lead 
author of the study. 
Hydrocarbons, or organic com-
pounds made of hydrogen and 
carbon, were able to transfer from 
the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico 
and adhere to microscopic marine 
plants called diatoms. When these 
blooms of diatoms died, the accu-
mulated pollutant particles were 
able to sink below the surface with 
the dead plant matter.
Using sediment traps, Yan and 
his colleagues were able to col-
lect diatoms and other sinking 
ocean debris 4.5 miles away from 
the capped oil well between Au-
gust 2010 to October 2011. Yan 
and his colleagues discovered 
that containments on the particles 
were still detectable fi ve months 
after the oil leak was thought to be 
contained.
Th is phenomenon explains why 
containments were able to stay 
beneath the water’s surface for 
months before sinking to the sea-
fl oor without being detected.
Th e study also confi rms that 
the containments found along the 
seafl oor come from the Deepwa-
ter Horizon spill, and not from 
the natural oil seeps within the Gulf 
of Mexico. 
Th ough some researchers have 
asserted in the past that seafl oor 
level containments come from 
these natural oil seeps, the study’s 
use of “fi ngerprinting” techniques 
found that the hydrocarbons in the 
water linked the contaminants to 
the kind of crude oil that leaked out 
of the Deepwater Horizon site. With 
the further discovery of barium and 
distributed olefi n compounds, two 
key elements of drilling mud, the 
study’s researchers were able to 
confi rm the containments were 
caused by the oil spill. 
“Normally we don’t think of 
oil as sinking,” said Uta Passow, 
a biological oceanographer and 
co-author of the study. “People in 
the past have not really ever con-
sidered oil coming to the seafl oor, 
especially very, very deep. We now 
know how the oil gets down there 
in large amounts and aff ects the 
communities that live there.”
While it is diffi  cult to measure 
how much oil from the spill actu-
ally found its way to the seafl oor, 
Passow believes the amount to be 
substantial.
“I would argue it’s probably more 
than 10 percent, probably even 
more than 15 percent,” she said.
Passow’s estimated amount of 
oil from the spill on the seafl oor 
would be in line with the large 
amount of oil left unaccounted for 
after fi nal eff orts to clean up the 
spill had been made.
Deepwater Horizon oil rig’s 
2010 oil leak was the largest marine 
oil spill in U.S. history, with around 
200 million gallons of crude oil 
gushing into the Gulf of Mexico in 
a three-month period.
Th ere were many diff erent at-
tempts to clean the oil; recovery, 
breaking the oil down with chemi-
cals, evaporation and burning oil 
on the water’s surface were all 
used as techniques. Some oil even 
washed ashore. However, even 
though oil had disappeared com-
pletely from the Gulf’s surface a 
few weeks after the leak had been 
repaired, scientists feared the long-
term ecological consequences.
Yan and his colleagues’ study 
reveals just how prolonged the 
aftereff ects of an oil spill can be, 
confi rming that oil particles can 
fi nd their way to the seafl oor and 
into the food chain that exists there 
months after the initial spill. 
Th is new research may serve to 
help plan a more comprehensive 
oil cleaning plan for future spills, 
as well as be helpful in measuring 
and understanding the further en-
vironmental impact oil spills have 
on regions like the Gulf of Mexico.
With the recent oil spill in 
the Gulf of Mexico on May 12, in 
which 88,200 gallons of crude oil 
were released from an underwater 
pipeline, Yan’s research may prove 
more relevant than ever. As time 
progresses, the aftereff ects of these 
spills will only continue to appear.
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Despite this fact, their unri-
valed sense of smell does not spell 
disaster for a human swimming 
with a paper cut. Th ere were 98 
injuries and six deaths related to 
shark encounters that were report-
ed in 2015. 
Th ough this equates to a large 
increase from 2014’s 72 shark-re-
lated injuries, scientists attribute 
this record increase with El Nino, 
global warming and a rise in va-
cationing beach-goers. Scientists 
surmise that shark attacks are in-
stead decreasing proportionately.
Th e odds of being attacked 
by a shark prove to be much less 
than other dangers at the beach, 
with it being 75 times more likely 
for someone to be struck by light-
ning and 290 times more likely for 
someone to be killed in a boating 
accident than to have a dangerous 
encounter with a shark. 
Sharks often do not consider 
humans to be prey. Most sharks 
tend to prefer smaller-sized prey, 
including squid, clams and even 
plankton. Sharks that do get in-
volved with humans tend have 
bigger prey, such as dolphins, and 
mistake humans for possible food.
Th e increase in public fear re-
garding sharks can be attributed to 
Steven Spielberg’s 1975 hit movie 
Jaws, which featured a killer shark 
that terrorized a small community.
By this time, sharks had already 
become a common nuisance for 
fi sheries who would keep ruining 
nets and losing good fi sh. As fear 
sparked, so did interest as people 
took to hunting sharks in search of 
jaw trophies. 
Each year, 100 million sharks 
are killed due to culling, hunting 
and netting accidents. Th ese num-
bers starkly contrast that of shark-
related human deaths and more 
care should be taken to ensure that 
these creatures do not lose their 
place on their food pyramid.
Despite the fear that surrounds 
sharks, they actually play a crucial 
role in maintaining balance in the 
world’s ecosystems. 
Jennifer Ovenden, Ph.D., a 
principal research fellow at Uni-
versity of Queensland, warned, 
“Managing shark populations is 
very challenging … like humans, 
sharks can live for a very long time 
and their rate of reproduction is 
comparatively low.” 
A decrease in shark population 
may adversely aff ect the entire oce-
anic ecosystem and, in turn, our 
world. Paradoxically, an absence 
of sharks could result in a decrease 
in other aquatic populations. Stud-
ies in Belize have shown that a 
decrease in shark populations re-
sulted in a decrease in parrotfi sh 
population, which destroyed coral 
reefs that support a vast number 
of organisms. Th eir population 
control of other species also regu-
lates oxygen and greenhouse gases 
more effi  cently than rainforests. 
Misinformation has long per-
petuated harmful myths that have 
contributed to a strong public fear 
of sharks. People should invest 
more into protecting these crea-
tures and placing fi rmer restric-
tions on fi sheries. Sharks keep our 
world in balance and more care 
should be taken to protect these 
important sea creatures. 
Sharks face unfair stigma
The Deepwater Horizon oil leak was the largest marine oil spill in U.S. history, dumping 200 million gallons of oil into the ocean.
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Th e clay courts at Roland Gar-
ros turned to mud as rain buff eted 
the grounds throughout the French 
Open. Dampened conditions on 
the ninth day of the tournament 
forced the fi rst cancellation of 
matches in 16 years. As rain contin-
ued to suff ocate Paris, competitors 
fumed at offi  cials as play resumed 
on what they believed were unsafe 
courts. Th e sun made its only cam-
eo appearance right after Novak 
Djokovic collapsed to the ground 
and exhaled. Th e world’s top-
ranked tennis player fi nally cap-
tured the one Grand Slam trophy 
that eluded him his entire career.
Nine-time French Open cham-
pion Rafael Nadal withdrew with 
a left wrist injury after he cruised 
past the third round. Th e king of 
clay has made a habit of early ex-
its as he failed to participate in the 
fourth round of the last four ma-
jor tournaments. Fellow legend 
Roger Federer skipped the French 
Open altogether to recover from 
a back injury sustained in early 
May, breaking a streak of 65 major 
appearances. With his fi ercest ri-
vals sidelined, Djokovic bulldozed 
into the fi nal round where he met 
second-ranked Andy Murray. Th e 
Scotsman announced his presence 
with authority as he took the fi rst 
set 6-3. Djokovic showed compo-
sure and precision and dominated 
the next three sets, 6-1, 6-2, 6-4.
Tennis is one of the few major 
sports that forces the runner-up to 
share the stage with the champion 
as they get crowned and celebrated. 
Picture LeBron James on the court 
when the Golden State Warriors 
raised the Larry O’Brien trophy in 
Cleveland last year. Now imagine 
that four more times. Th at is how 
often Murray has lost to “Djoker” 
in the fi nal round of a Grand Slam 
tournament. While their playing 
styles mirror each other in defen-
sive agility, velocity in serves, pin-
point strokes and fi nesse around 
the net, Djokovic’s experience al-
lows him to keep composure better 
than most opponents. 
With his fi rst French Open tri-
umph, Djokovic became just the 
eighth man to have won all four 
major titles in his career. His 12th 
major victory placed him No. 4 
on the all-time list, tied with Roy 
Emerson. Th is was his fourth con-
secutive Slam win as well, a feat last 
accomplished in the men’s fi eld by 
Rod Laver in 1969. 
On the women’s side of the 
competition, Serena Williams, the 
defending champion, coasted into 
the fi nal round despite a tough 
three-set quarterfi nals win against 
Yulia Putintseva. Standing in the 
way of Williams and the elusive re-
cord of 22 major titles held by Steffi   
Graf was a tough battle in Garbine 
Muguruza. Th e stats for this match 
paint a deceiving picture—aces, 
double faults, winners and un-
forced errors were all in her favor. 
Yet the diff erence was in the se-
verity of Williams’ errors. Fans are 
accustomed to seeing Serena over-
power the fi eld with strikes that 
turn the fuzzy green ball into a blur. 
But her 22-year-old opponent was 
not intimidated. 
Muguruza fl ipped the 
script on the one-seeded Wil-
liams and elevated her game to new 
heights. She sealed the fi rst set 7-5 
with a screeching backhand down 
the line. A thigh injury seemed to 
limit Williams’ mobility, but she 
denied the claim in her post-match 
press conference and deferred 
credit to Muguruza. Rally after ral-
ly, the 6-foot Spaniard was in com-
plete control of the match. When 
down four championship points 
in the second set, Williams hun-
kered down and refused to break 
serve at 5-3. In the past, Williams’ 
opponent, having sensed the shift 
in momentum, would have suc-
cumbed to her will and accepted 
defeat. Muguruza not only endured 
the adversity, but also dealt it back, 
having held Williams at love in 
her last service to end the match 
7-5, 6-4. 
In each of Williams’ three at-
tempts to secure a 22nd major, 
a fi rst-time champion raised the 
trophy instead. At 34 years old, her 
tennis mortality is fast approach-
ing and the aura of invincibility she 
once carried has diminished. With 
each defeat, the fi eld of combatants 
becomes less in awe of her raw tal-
ent and more emboldened in their 
climb to the top. “When you see 
people that are winning and there’s 
new faces, it makes you think, like, 
‘I can be one of those faces,’” Mu-
guruza said after the match. She 
rose to second in the world rank-
ings, one step closer to knocking 
Williams off  the top perch. With a 
dozen years of wear-and-tear sepa-
rating the two, this result may be a 
sign of things to come.  
As the tour cycles into grass 
season, Federer made his return 
to the courts in the Mercedes Cup 
in Stuttgart. Th e time off  appears 
to have revitalized the 17-time 
Grand Slam winner as Wimble-
don, the next major and his most 
successful tournament, begins on 
June 27. Th e All-England Club vo-
raciously cheered on Federer in 
2014 and 2015, but Djokovic stole 
the show and the trophy in both fi -
nal-round matchups. Th e disparity 
between Djokovic and the men’s 
fi eld grows as the women’s fi eld 
narrows the gap between them-
selves and Williams. 
Djokovic’s dominance tran-
scends surfaces, playing styles and 
even Mother Nature. Th e skies 
cleared for him as center court 
welcomed a bath of sunlight. He 
etched a heart in the clay and lay 
spread-eagle victoriously. Halfway 
to the calendar Slam and with no 
signs of slowing down, Djokovic 
has carved out a legacy for himself 
in an era of greatness.
Sports
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After a legendary career in the 
ring, Ali immediately took on an-
other fi ght—Parkinson’s disease—
and struggled with it for the last 
32 years. Parkinson’s disease is 
characterized by the deterioration 
of nerve cells responsible for the 
body’s movements. It aff ects the 
overall movements of the patient 
and the condition worsens over 
time, explaining why Ali shook un-
controllably in his fi nal years of life. 
After his diagnosis, he dedicated a 
lot of time to bringing awareness to 
the disease. 
Following his diagnosis, he de-
cided to focus his energy produc-
tively by co-founding the Muham-
mad Ali Parkinson Center in Phoe-
nix, Arizona in 1997 with the help 
of his wife. Th e center essentially 
provides the care patients need to 
curb the disease. In a recent trib-
ute video posted by Th e Huffi  ngton 
Post, patients at the center say that 
he became “the face of our fi ght.” 
Even though his diagnosis be-
came a big part of his life, he was 
still known as “Th e Greatest.” Ali 
was born with the name Cassius 
Clay on Jan. 17, 1942, in Louisville, 
Kentucky where he began boxing at 
the age of 12. Ali picked up boxing 
because his bike had been stolen 
and he wanted to be able to defend 
himself;  Ali even told an offi  cer 
that he intended to fi nd and beat 
up the thief. Th e offi  cer, Joe Martin, 
coached boxing and suggested that 
he give the sport a try, thus marking 
the start of a tremendous career. Ali 
soon became known for his quick 
feet and dancing style in the ring. 
He won 100 out of 108 amateur 
fi ghts and took home the Olympic 
gold medal at the 1960 Summer 
Olympics in Rome. Not only were 
his techniques captivating, but his 
clever remarks made people take 
notice as well. He proclaimed him-
self “Th e Greatest” and “Th e Peo-
ple’s Champ,” and soon enough, 
people could not help but agree. 
In 1964, he fought against 
heavyweight champ Sonny Liston. 
Th e media heavily covered this 
fi ght and Ali was very verbal about 
his strengths and how he would 
defeat Liston. Ali continued his 
verbal attack with phrases such as, 
“fl oat like a butterfl y and sting like 
a bee,” which fl ooded headlines 
and even became a part of today’s 
pop culture. After Liston failed to 
respond to the bell during round 7, 
Ali offi  cially won the world heavy-
weight title. 
Th is was the last time the pub-
lic saw Ali fi ght under the name 
of Cassius Clay. He revealed that 
he had joined the Nation of Islam 
and would be known as Muham-
mad Ali from then on. He received 
this name from the group’s leader, 
Elijah Muhammad. Ali stated that 
Cassius Clay was his slave name, 
and no longer wanted to be called 
that since he was freed. 
Liston wanted a rematch, and 
the ensuing boxing match would 
cement Ali’s name as the greatest 
boxer of all time. On May 25, 1965, 
Ali knocked Liston out in the fi rst 
round. Photos captured the heavy-
weight champ scowling over his 
defeated opponent with pride. 
 Ali’s resume from inside the 
ring speaks for itself, but few knew 
of how powerful and outspoken he 
was outside of it. In 1966, he refused 
to be drafted into the Vietnam War. 
Ali felt he should not have to fi ght 
for a country that discriminated 
against his race. Ali knew he was 
risking his title by refusing to serve 
and in the end it negatively aff ected 
him; the U.S. Department of Justice 
brought him to court and in 1967, 
he was convicted of refusing mili-
tary service. He was suspended by 
the World Boxing Association and 
stripped of his heavyweight title. 
It was not until three and a half 
years later that Ali was able to fi ght 
again. In 1971, the Supreme Court 
overturned his case due to a techni-
cality. Being unable to fi ght for three 
years did little to aff ect his shear 
talent. Ali immediately resumed 
fi ghting, taking down the reigning 
champion Joe Frazier. In 1974, Ali 
defeated a much younger George 
Foreman using a tactic he called 
“rope-a-dope,” which is when a 
boxer leans back against the rope 
and lets his opponent punch un-
til they become tired and then the 
other boxer strikes as soon as they 
see their opponent getting weak. 
Ali lost his title in 1974 to Leon 
Spinks. Th ey had a rematch, how-
ever, and Ali was victorious. He de-
cided to retire in 1979 because he 
noticed that his body did not move 
the way it used to. Despite his pub-
lic announcement, he returned at 
38 to fi ght Larry Holmes and Trevor 
Berbick; he lost both fi ghts in 1981 
and permanently retired after that. 
After boxing, he became chari-
table, donating to organizations 
like the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
and the Special Olympics. His last 
formal public appearance was dur-
ing the 1996 centennial Olympics. 
His hands were trembling with Par-
kinson’s, but he still maintained his 
image as the strong and outspoken 
fi ghter that people knew and loved. 
Th e death of Muhammad Ali 
was sudden and heartbreaking. 
Many expressed their gratitude 
for the existence of such an em-
powering fi gure. On various social 
media platforms users posted what 
Ali’s legacy meant to them. His 
name was associated with strength, 
courage and confi dence. His vi-
brant character exuded black pride 
and he was a captivating voice for 
generations.
Ali gained a global following not only from his electrifying performances, but also as a vocal leader against social injustices. 
Djokovic left no doubt he is the best tennis player in the world, dominating the ﬁ eld en route to his ﬁ rst French Open title.
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Muhammad Ali dies unexpectedly after 32 years of Parkinson’s
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In the fi rst two games of the 
NBA Finals, the Golden State War-
riors surprised the basketball world 
with their landslide wins against 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. In both 
games, they brought the Cavaliers 
to their surrender, even with little 
contribution from Splash Brothers 
Stephen Curry and Klay Th omp-
son, the Warriors stars known for 
their tremendous shooting success.
 Th is was especially true in 
Game 1, in which the duo com-
bined for only 20 points on 8-of-27 
shooting, their lowest combined 
scoring in a game all season. None-
theless, the Warriors still won by 
15, boosted by great performances 
from their bench players, who end-
ed Game 1 with a 45-10 advantage 
in bench scoring over the Cavaliers. 
Off  the bench, Shaun Livingston 
stepped up for the Warriors to help 
win Game 1, scoring 20 points on 
8-for-10 shooting. 
In both games, starting forward 
Draymond Green was excellent, 
with a double-double of 16 points, 
11 rebounds and seven assists in 
the fi rst game, and later the star 
of Game 2 with his shooting. Not 
normally a very good three-point 
shooter, Green fi nished 5-for-8 
from behind the arc, and was 11-
for-20 overall from the fi eld for a 
total of 28 points. 
Last year’s Finals’ MVP Andre 
Iguodala complimented his off en-
sive contribution with outstanding 
defensive play on Lebron James. 
Th e Cavaliers desperately tried to 
screen Iguodala off  of James so 
he could have an easier chance 
at scoring.
Th e team’s motto of “Strength 
in Numbers,” was especially true, 
implying that if Curry and Th omp-
son are not playing well, then 
someone like Green, Iguodala or 
Livingston could step up and the 
team could still come out with a 
win in critical games.
After the Warriors defeated the 
Cavaliers in last year’s fi nals with 
Kyrie Irving and Kevin Love out due 
to injury, the Cavaliers hoped that 
they would have a better chance 
with them back on the team. Th e 
Cavaliers also replaced former 
coach David Blatt, who coached 
the Cavaliers in last year’s match-
up, with current coach Tyronn Lue. 
Before the fi nals, the Cavaliers 
were playing great off ensively but 
were weak defensively—the War-
riors took advantage of this weak-
ness. In the fi nals, the Cavaliers 
have had no off ense as they had 
been held to less than 100 points 
in both games and much of it had 
to do with the eff ectiveness of the 
Warriors’ defense. In Games 1 and 
2, the Warriors held the Cavaliers 
to 38 percent and 35 percent shoot-
ing, respectively.
Many wondered how the Cava-
liers could beat the Warriors if 
they could not even beat them 
when their two best players were 
down. In Game 2, when Curry and 
Th ompson played better, a whop-
ping 33-point diff erential put the 
Cavaliers away early.
James has been the only one to 
provide any meaningful scoring 
over both games, though he scored 
about 20 points less than he did in 
Games 1 and 2 of last year’s fi nals. 
Irving scored 26 points in Game 1 
but shot poorly from the fi eld and 
was nowhere to be seen in Game 2 
with a 10-point performance. Love, 
while having a nice outing in Game 
1 with 17 points and 13 rebounds, 
left in the middle of Game 2 with 
dizziness after Harrison Barnes ac-
cidentally hit him in the head with 
his elbow while going up for a re-
bound. Many expected J.R. Smith 
and Channing Frye to give the Cav-
aliers a nice scoring boost, but in 
both games they combined for only 
10 points. 
James is scoring a lot less be-
cause he is taking almost half as 
many shots as he did in last year’s 
fi nals and is not attempting as 
many free throws. His 19 points 
in Game 2 ended his streak of 16 
straight games in the fi nals with 20 
points or more. 
Part of the problem is the War-
riors’ stifl ing defense. More impor-
tantly, James’ jump shot has sig-
nifi cantly worsened at this point in 
his career, allowing the Warriors to 
back off  of him to defend against a 
drive to the hoop. Also, when he at-
tacks the rim, he has been looking 
to pass instead of aiming to shoot. 
Many have said that he does not 
look like he wants to nor feels the 
urgency to win.
Th e Cavaliers’ plan of attack 
against the Warriors—to play faster 
with a smaller lineup—unsurpris-
ingly failed, considering that this is 
exactly what the Warriors succeed 
at doing. 
With these two wins, the War-
riors set an NBA Finals record for 
the highest total point diff erential, 
48, in the fi rst two games of the fi -
nals. If James and the Cavaliers 
cannot win this series, then James 
will have a lot to answer for as he 
constructed the team the way he 
wanted it to be. If it fails, it will fall 
squarely on James’ shoulders. 
Th e Cavaliers have a long way 
to go if they want to win this series 
given that the Warriors have domi-
nated the Cavaliers thus far. Th ey 
are the 32nd team in history to go 
down 2-0 in the fi nals, and of the 
previous 31, only three were able to 
come back.
As for the Warriors, it is impor-
tant that the team remains humble 
despite recent success. With such 
dominating wins in the fi rst two 
games, the Warriors are vulner-
able of losing sight of the champi-
onship. Going up against LeBron 
James leaves little room for error, as 
the Cavaliers are capable of quickly 
turning this series around. None-
theless, if the Warriors do indeed 
clinch the championship, they will 
undoubtedly go down as one of the 
best teams in NBA history.
Warriors bench erupts in Finals for two-game lead on Cavs
WWW.BLUEMANHOOP.COM 
Livingston and the Warriors’ bench were the driving forces behind Golden State’s dominance in the ﬁ rst two games of the Finals.
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@BaruchSCDC
Baruch College Starr Career Development Center
baruch.cuny.edu/careers
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/scdc/
blogs.baruch.cuny.edu/starrlights/
12. Piece of cake
15. Saltwater game ﬁ sh
20. Wholeness
22. Charge carrier
24. *Peanuts and Cracker 
Jack venue
25. *Slip-n-____
26. Similar to a plate
27. With regard to, archaic
29. Vegas glow
31. *Gardener’s turf
32. Willow twig
33. Use an ÈpÈe
34. Conﬂ ict or dispute
36. Arab chieftain
38. *It’s in your sunglasses
42. A pariah avoided by 
others
45. Monastic nighttime 
liturgy
49. P in m.p.g.
51. Oﬃ  ce chair feature
54. “Super” Christopher
56. Each and all
57. *Summer discharge
58. Cross to bear
59. Australian palm
60. They were Fantastic
61. Romantic occurrence
62. Cogito ____ sum
63. Involved in a secret
64. *Butterﬂ y catchers
67. *Popular summer color
CROSSWORD SOLUTION:
ISSUE 12
*Oﬀ -campus event
For full list, visit www.baruch.cuny.edu/calendar
THEME: SUMMER FUN
ACROSS
1. TÈa Leoni’s “____ 
Secretary”
6. Red and blue states
9. *Summer sandal, e.g.
13. Ancient Greek 
marketplace
14. “____-a-dub-dub”
15. Royal topper
16. See-through curtain
17. Santa ____ winds
18. *Olden-day road trip 
assist
19. Brezhnev’s hat fur
21. *Luminescent summer 
catch
23. D.C. bigwig
24. Octagonal warning
25. Rejuvenating spot
28. Windshield option
30. Fall asleep
35. Bowling ball path
37. Bluish green
39. Japanese-American
40. Individual unit
41. Cry of the Alps
43. Sign of engagement
44. Levi’s fabric
46. *Halfway around links?
47. Modern support
48. Catch in a snare
50. Delivery org.
52. Renewable Energy 
Technology, acr.
53. Obama is in his last one
55. One of Bo Peep’s ﬂ ock
57. *S’more cooker
61. *Summer movie venue
65. Tear jerker
66. Pilot’s estimate
68. “Around the World in 
Eighty Days” author
69. Homo homini ____
70. Tank
71. Cereal killer
72. Ivan the Terrible, e.g.
73. Compass point between 
NE and E
74. City on Rhone River
DOWN
1. Jim Carrey’s 1994 disguise
2. Muslim honoriﬁ c
3. As opposed to talker?
4. Zones
5. *Outdoor shopping venue
6. Russian mountain range
7. *Soaked up in summer
8. Behind a stern
9. Location
10. Two quarters
11. Like family lore
JUNE 2016
MON
13
MARKETING WEEK NYC: A TALK BY CHRIS MORGAN OF GOOGLE
8:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. | VC 14-220 | Use “BaruchMCC” for Free Admission
CANDICE SHY HOOPER  “LINCOLN’S GENERALS’ WIVES”
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. | Roosevelt House | Free
TUES
14
ZICKLIN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS  MS INFORMATION SESSION
12:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m. | Library Building, Room 763 | Free
WED
15
CUNY GRADUATE FAIR AT QUEENS COLLEGE
4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. | 4th Floor, QC Student Union | Free, Requires Registration
EB5 INVESTMENTS  UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES
9:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. | Library Building, Room 750 | Free, Requires Registration
THURS
16
ESI SEMINAR WITH ELI MOORE
1:15 p.m. | CUNY Advanced Science Research Center | Free
FRI
17
SAT
18
STARTUP WEEKEND EDUCATION  SUNDAY NIGHT DEMOS
4:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m. | Lehman College | $15
SUN
19
Baruch Weekly
BIANCA MONTEIRO | THE TICKER
Career Spotlight
New York City Economic De-
velopment Corporation is the 
city’s primary vehicle for promot-
ing economic growth in the ﬁ ve 
boroughs. NYCEDC’s mission is 
to stimulate job growth through 
expansion and redevelopment 
programs that encourage invest-
ment, generate prosperity and 
strengthen the city’s competi-
tive position. NYCEDC serves as 
an advocate to the business 
community by building relation-
ships with companies that allow 
them to take advantage of New 
York’s many opportunities. The 
Contracts Department monitors 
contract compliance and pro-
curement in accordance with 
NYCEDC policies and applicable 
local, state and federal require-
ments. The Contracts Depart-
ment also serves as the corpo-
ration’s liaison with various City 
Agencies with an interest in the 
corporation’s contracts, includ-
ing the New York City Comp-
troller’s Oﬃ  ce, Mayor’s Oﬃ  ce of 
Contract Services, the Depart-
ment of Investigation and the 
Department of Small Business 
Services. The intern will assist 
the vice president and program 
manager in the management 
and promotion of NYCEDC’s mi-
nority/women business devel-
opment program, Opportunity 
M/W/DBE and its capacity build-
ing program, ConstructNYC. The 
intern will also assist with spe-
cial projects requiring research, 
quantitative analysis, assistance 
in creating presentations and 
working internally with other 
departments that liaison with 
NYCEDC and the Opportunity 
M/W/DBE program.
ConstructNYC is creating 
transformative opportunities 
for small-to-medium minority-
owned, women-owned and dis-
advantaged contractors (MWD-
BEs) by making it easier to get 
work and achieve success on 
NYCEDC projects. Visit STARR 
Search with Job ID: 92192.
INTERNSHIP UPDATE
Summer 2016 Internship
CONSTRUCTNYC
Did you know that the average salary for Baruch College 
undergraduates (Class of 2015) was $48,717? The breakdown of 
the average salary for the class of 2015 by school goes as follows:
$50,291 - Zicklin School of Business
$42,373 - Weissman School of Arts and Sciences
$38,750 - School of Public Aﬀ airs
FUN FACT
Senior Start Up 
Thursday, September 1st, 12:30-4:30PM, NVC 14-220
Seniors - Kick oﬀ  your job search during the last year at 
Baruch by attending this workshop.
2016 CPA Fair
Friday, September 9th, 12:00-4:00PM, NVC GYM
Don’t miss the opportunity to meet with CPA ﬁ rms to explore 
internship and full-time positions.
Fall Career Day
Friday, September 23rd, 12:00-4:00PM, NVC GYM
Meet with 80+ employers regarding internships, part-time and 
full-time opportunities. Open to all undergraduates and all 
majors.
Dining Etiquette Workshop
Thursday, October 20th, 12:30-4:00PM, NVC 14-250
Learn from etiquette expert Terri Thompson on what to do and 
what not to do when dining in a professional setting.
SAVE THE DATE
EVENTS
Don’t commit to something just because it might look impressive on your resume. Your time 
in college will pass in the blink of an eye, SERIOUSLY! So, spend time clearly deﬁ ning your goals 
and work toward them step by step. Confused about everything? Start by visiting STARR to utilize 
various resources that can help you ﬁ gure things out.
STEVE HONG
PEER FOR CAREER
PEER TIP OF THE WEEK
CHECK OUT THIS WEEK’S WORDS OF WISDOM FROM PEERS FOR CAREERS, AMBASSADORS OF SCDC
FASB PRIVATE COMPANY TOWN HALL MEETING
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. | VC 14-220 | Free, Requires Registration
ADAM HOCHSCHILD, DISCUSSION OF THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. | Roosevelt House | Free
